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To the right Honorable, and moſt vertuous 
Lady, Ann, Counteſſeof Warwicke, © 

OP aAg Fir Ihad finiſhed this fimple Tranflation 

LW for the behoofe of the unlettered, ſome of 


© VEOP my wel-willers conceiving well of the 
mY \oa mater, were very defirous that I 


ts,pe 


yeares now ngct 
diftreſied, I could not butbeleeve, thatin the Courc, this 
| Stranger ſo godly, ſo zealous, ſolcarned, ſhould be both 
ealily.accepted, and gently entertained : and encouraged 
by this well knowne experience, I yeelded my ſelfe tothe 
firfbperfuwraſfion, and findingby generallreport (Madame) 
the noble ornaments and gits, I ſpeak not onely of nature, 
| but ofgodlinefle,wiſedome,and-zeale, joyned with ſingu- 
hr mildnes and benignity,being the fruits of graceamongſt 
thereſt eſpecially, to ſhine in your ſacred breaſt, I. was 
therby emboldned to proceed,and above all others,to pre- | | 
ſame upon yout konotable patience,and to preſentto your oY 
Honoyrthizmy peere Stranger: In whoſe ns” coll 


Wg_EC TEE oe: 


The Epiſile Dedicatory. 


1 dare boldly affirm, that thete-vas fever any # more'ery- 


ſie ſervant to his Maſter :'never any of more undaunted 
| courage inbis Maſters cauſe; never any that adventared,or 

durft adventure farther : never any that uſed more con- 
| ſtancie, magnanimity, and force, in battering the fortreiles 


of the enemy: never any thatpierced deeper,prevailed fur- 


ther, & procured larger, for the ſafery of poore Chriſtians, 
ſo many hundred yeares oppreſſed, impriſoned, impove- 
riſhed, yoked;zand chainedin miſerable captivitie, through 
the monſtrous outrage of thatexecrable Nimrod of Rome, 
among(t many of whoſc exploits, albeit there. cannot any 
onebe found,that is not able toreplenith the Spiritual and 
true Chriſtian-man, with ſuch, and fo great joy, as can not 
wich.my penne be expreffed, yer in my ſimple judgement, 
this one little Treatiſe of his , which I have now:-above all 
others ſeleRed totranſhte, dothfarre excell and: furmount 
in ghoſtly conſolation, wherinare entreared no vaine, chik 
diſh,or trifling totes,but \weet, deleable, ſcrious, weigh- 
ty,and matters of great importance, namely,the pure faith 
 ofatrue Chriſtian man, the joyfullunion and marriage of 
the moſt amiable Bridegrome Feſ# (brzft,tothepoore mis 
ſerable abje& and wretched Soule, the well ordering of 
Chriſtian tife, and the gladſome Chriſtian freedome and 
liberty,. Even ſuch a ones this my Stranger, whom, if it 
may pleaſe your Honour to vouchtafeunts your henoura- 
ble patronage, I ſhallnot onely account my 'ſelfe moſt hap- 
pie in my choice, but alſo (acknowledging.your honorable 
courtefie in full ſatisfaRtion of mine Englith coſt, ſach asit 
1s employed) yeeld my ſclfe:doubly bounden and indebted 
to your Honour inany thing which my:penne may endea- 
your, or travell mayperforme. The holy Ghoſt,the Author 
of all goodneſic, and ghoſtly conſolation, repleniſh: your - 
heart with the moſt joyfull freedome of his grace, te the 


cortfort of all ſach as travell in the building of Gods holy 
Llemple, NT ETPTLET IC 


= 


Tour Honours moſt buanb'e a; commandment, 


IJaMns-BRLL, 
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To Leo the eenth p Biſhop: of Rome , Martyn 
 Suther ſendeth greeting in Chriſt Ieſy © 


onr Lord. 


APR Mong Ht the moniters of thu world, with 
w je . whom [ have beene tn continuall combate 

\ YeHA theſe three whole yeares and more, ] am en- 

Bp forced now at the length to trrne mine eyes 

_— #10 .y08, 41d t0 have you tn remembrance 

A Wy (O moſt holy Father Leo) yea, for' as much 

'. 45 Jon onel, carconnted the very cauſe of this my turmoyle, 
{ Cannot chaſe but be alwayes mmdfull of you, And atbert [ 

vave beeue conflrained, through inſatiable crnelty of your 

wicked Sycophants, raging againſt me without deſert, to ap- 

peate tothe next generall Conncell, little efteeming the moſh 

vaine Decrees of your predeceſſors, Pius, and Iulius,who of 4 , | 

CO. PRP Ra _ Es a be] o proh+bite 

fooliſh tyranny bave probibited ſuch appellation to be made curelh wn 

from the Sea Apoſftolique, Tet aid I never meane whiles ſo general 

eſtrange mine affeition from your holineſfſe , but that [ have Councels. 

with all mine heart wiſhed all felicity and happinefſe to you 

and to your Soc,and in my duly prayers with teares and foghs, 

even to the wttermoſt of my power , have heartily beſonght 

God for the ſume* But as for thoſe which have huherts pra- 

Fliſcd to terrific me. with the authority and majeſty of: your 

neme., | have now begun almoſt to contemne and account 

them of no force: enely onething yet remaineth,which 1 may 

not deſpiſe which occaſioved me at thu preſent to addrefſi e my 

letters to your Holineſſe, And thu ut is, becauſe I percerwve 

that [ am accuſed unto your Holineſſe , and ver ertevonſty why Luther 

blamed for my raſhneſſe, 1 that 1 am ſuppoſe 6 t0 have n9 wroe theſe 

Sonſideration of your perſonage, 'F-0 IIS oa LEGS to the 
Where'n,toconfeſſe the treth plainly, [ am privy ow mme Pope: 

ewne con{ciewce.that whereſoever behoveth me 10 make men- 


tion of vour perſon, [ did never ſpeake thereof without all ho- 


The Decreesg 


un0RF 


- 


world, by, the teſtimony, of ſa many and{onazable perſonages, 

the fans atts/e of any man, though never 28 & P0- 
ro Ay 6h ſo-void of neaſon,as to defame whom all 
| . mencommend, ſa alſa have l heene ever of this mute *rynes 10 
ſeeke the defacing of any one, theagh othermiſeinufamons by 
_ report of all athers: fon Inejoycenot at another nuns blamiſe,, 
who.am wp /clfe 4 43109 WEinaſſe ta mine Owne com/crence, 
ef mine ew ne great beame in. nune one eye : 10x can be the 

| firſt that may caſt aftiond at the woman.takenin adultery, 
Why Luther J/ndeed 1 bave aconfiomed my ſelfe to inveigh againſt wice 
was ſo vche- keddothrines, ſomewhat ſharply: ard have pincbed.mige ad- 
ment 48%, UEX/ATIES, a8 fer their licentsons, lives, but for their irveli» 
his agyerlaries gious doftrines, ſamemhat earnaſtly ; mhexeaf it ſalittle rew 
penteth me, that I am fully perſwaded', mithout- all regard 

bad ofmens cenſures herein, te perſevere in that vehemenc 

of weale : induced henewnto by the example-af Chriſt, who ate 
cording t0 the ſame 2:4le, ſpared nat. to call his adverſaries 
Vipers braod, blinde Hypoerites , and children of thedevill. 
So doth Paul accuſe Simon Magus to be the childe of Sathar, 

Paul and the Judllof frand and malice. And. ſome others be reproveth opens 
Prophets be fy by the name of Dogges, Deceivers, and crafty Simanifts, 

ware =. Of whoſe ſharpe words, if nice delicates may be admitted 

Tt” Jaulges, nothing ſhall be ſuppoſed amore nmpping and uncivill, 


 lings. 

_—_ delicate What can be more vehement than the Prophets ? certesthe 
manners of manners of our age, are become /o tender through the ſuriene 
Our age. fwarme of clawbacks, that we can no ſooner feele onr ſoares 


a little 


An Epiſtle to the Pope. 


a little diſcovered, but we exclaime forthwith that we are 
laxnced : and being not able to cracke the credit of the trath 
by any cavillation, we flee from her, condemming her of tar- 
riſhnefſe impatieuce,and immodeſty. How ſtall ſalt ſeaſon if it 
be not ſavoury? what availeth the edge of aſword if it cannot 
| Ent? Curſed 1s the max that doth the Lords worke frandu- 
 bently, Wherefore I humbly heſeech you (my reverend Leo) 
vouchſafe theſe my letters for mine excuſe, and withall per. 
ſwade your ſelfe, that I never conceived any evill of your 
 perſonage, Then alſo, that 1 am ſo affeited towards you, as 
that I conld heartily wiſh nuto your Holizefſy all felicitie 
for ever, Moreover, that 1 am not at variance with any 
yan, for converſation of life , but onely touching the onely 
$9 of truth, Inall matters elſe- whatſoever, 1 will give 
place to others, but the werd, neither can 1, nor will 1 for- 
ſake or deny, Who ſo that judgeth of me otherwiſe, or hath 
conceived otherwiſe of my writing 5,doth not judge truly, wor 
Conceive thereof aright. | | | 
But your See (which 1; termed the Court of Rome, and 
which neither yon nor any man living can deny to be more 
filthy than Babylon and Sodome, and as farre Forth 45 I cax 
Conceive, growne to moſt lamentable, forlorn, &- moſt ſhame 
leſſe impiety ) I have deteſfted indeed, and bave taken it very 
grievonſly, that the people of Chriſt ſhould be deluded under 
the conntenance of your name and your holineſſe ,. and under 
the pretence of the Church of Rome : and herein have reſiſt- 
ed, and willreſfift the ſame, as long as the ſpirit of Faith ſhall 
live in me: not becarſe I dare thinke to atchieve smpoſſibili- 


* 


Luthers vari- 


-ANCC, 


4 


The Court of 
Rome, 


1ies, or that by mine ouely endeavour, I may hope for any. 


amendment 5s this moſt confuſely diſordered Babylon, being 
cireumvented with ſuch a rabble of brain-ficke blaunchers: 
But becauſe 1 do acknowled ge wy ſelfe indebred to my poore 
brethren, whoſe ſafety Tonghtto regard;that the loſſe of thems 
that periſh may be abridged, or at the leaſt lefſe infettionmay 


ſpread abroad from thoſqgRomiſh botches, Far theſe many 


yeares now Rome hath ſurrounded the whole world with 

nothing elſe, (whereof your Holineſſe ts not ignorant) but 

with utter deftruttion of all things, of bodies, of ſoules , 
5 


with 


hath iflued 


from Rome 


into the world 1M 


AnEpiſtle to the Pope. 

with moſt peſtiferous patterns of all monſtrous withedneſſe: 
which doth rage at thy day in the fight of all men, more mas 
The Chnrch ,;&f than the Swnne in midday : And the Charch of Rome 
of Rome, which was ſometime the moſt holy of all other, 7s become the 
S$: | moſt licentions denne of theeves, the moſt ſhameleſſe Brothel- 
houſe of all the world,the kingdome of Sinne,Death, Hell, 
3s ſo much that it paſſeth all reach of man to deviſe any abho- 
mination, that ts not haunted there , no though Antichriſt 
himſelf were come. 0 

| Tnthe meane time you(right reverend Father Leo )þt as 4 
Lambe inthemidſt of Wolves, as Daniel amidſt the Lions, 
| and are with Ezekiel converſant with Scorpions, How can you 
* BE alone be able td withſtand all theſe monſters*Guard your pers 
2:18 ſonage with three or foure Cardinals excellent in all learn- 
Fl. - 3ng, and moſt vertuons in manners : what ſhall thus handfull 
2 do amongſt ſo great a troope? yor foall all be ſooner ſwallow- 
3; ' edupwith poyſon, before you may dare attempt any reformas- 
F- tion.The Conrt of Rome # utterly undone, the wrath of God 
* #& bent apainſt it even for ever andever, It hateth conyſels, 
#3 bs It fevrerh to be reformed, it ts nor able to reſtrain the furiouſ= 
2K | weſſe of her impiety: and it accompliſheth the prophecy of hey 
Ti - © mother, of whomit trwritten onthis wiſe: We have cheriſhed 
ST: _ Babylon, aud ſoe #5 not recovered, let ws forſake her, Indeed 
28  #t belonged to you, and your (ardinals, to have cured thoſe 
1% plagues : but this gont ſcorneth the Phyſitians drugges, and 
VT | this eart will not godrivennor led, Moved therefore with re- 
1 morſe, herein I ſorrowed alwayes (right reverend Leo) be- 
cauſe you were exſtalled Pope tn this wicked age, whoſe wor- 
2.5 thinefſe deſerved a better time : For the Court of Rome 77 

Y: wot worthy tobe poſſeſſed of you, and ſuch as you are, but ra- 

3. ther of Sathan himſelfe, which in truth doth raipne in this 
 Sathanraigi- Babylon, more than you, O wonuldto God youcould content 
| « _ pm > your ſelfe rather with ſome private benefice,or with Jonr pa- 
281 PO. rexts anne" gre. this portlineſſe, wherewith thoſe 
I | 4 nes flatterers Joitr moſt deteſtable entmries , do vannt you to be 
E111 - glorious, with which glory none are meet to be glorified, but 
rrajterons Iſcariots, the impes of perdition, For what com- 


menaation elſe do you get in that Palace (my Leo) but that 
| by 
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An Epiſtieto the Pope. 


by how much any T eacher ts more wicked exeerable, ſo much 
the more ſafely he may ſhrewd him under your name and ag. 
thority,to rob men of their. money and ſonls, to heap miſchiefe 
 #-pon miſchiefe, to oppreſſe. Faith, Truth, together with all 
the Church of God? Oh moſt unfortunate Leo, doubtlefſe exe 
thronized in a moſt perillon place of renowne : for ] tell you 
thetrath, becauſe I do wiſh well anto you : For if Bernard 
zooke compaſſion of his welbeloved Eugenius, when as yet Eugenius was 
there was (ome better hope of the See of Rome (though then Pope, ſome- 
alſo it WAs fulthily impervious ) whereof. may we complain firſt, vr DO 
who have weltered theſe three hundred yeares now in ftench : 
and deftruttion ? 1s nos this rrne, that under the whole ont- 
ſtretched face of the heavens, there s« nothing more contagi- 
#4, more peſtiferens, and more edicts , than the Court of 
Rome? for it is wore incomparably execrable,than the Tur- 
kiſh impicty, ſo that true it x indeed that the ſame which was 
:n times paſt the gate of heaven, it now become 4 certaine ga- 
Ping guife of Hell, and ſo unjatiable a gulfe, as cannot poſſi- 
bly be ſatufied, the wrath of Ged being fully bent againſt the 
ſame. One oxely comfort remaineth for the poore wretches, if One onely re= 
webe able to reclaim and preſerne ſome few at the leaſt, from medy remain= | 
this wide gaping jaws ( as 1ſaid befere) Behold (my holy fa- '"8 7 the cor- 
ther Leo) by what inducement, aud by what reaſon I have __ 
inveighed againſt thi; chaire of peſtilence : for it # ſofarre off y 
from my thought to grow in outrage againſt your perſonage, 
a5 that I would hope to obtaine your favonr , and be deemed 
a flout patron of your ſafety, if 1 would manfully, and vals- 
antly cruſh in peeces the Gates of thu your dungeon,or of this 
our Hell rather : for howſoever the generall force of all ps- 
licie oan poſſibly imagine to worke the utter ruine of the moſt 
herrible Court of thu age, the ſame ſhall redound all to your 
perſon, to the preſervation of your eſtate, and to the ſafety of 
many others together with you, Such as do worke her conft- 
fion, do execute your ſunfion, They do adwance the g lory of 
Chriſt, which do by afl meanes poſſible deteff her, Ti 0 COM 
clade, they be right Chriſtians which ave leaſt Romanifts. k 
Bnt to ſpeaks hereof more at large. There never came any. . 


(uch thought into my head, as to — againſt the Court 
- 2 - 
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BY  __ AnEpiſftle tothe Pope. 


of Rome, er to diſcourſe thereof any thing at all: For when 

T perceived that all preſervatives were mediciuable t0 pro- 

cure her amendment, 1 withdrew me from her, and deliver- 

ing her a libel of divorce, I ſpake nnto herin this wiſe : Hee 

that uu filthy, let hims continue in ha filthinefſe ſtill, and he 

that is uncleane, let him continue in his uncleannefſe fill, 
yeelding my ſelfe over to the calme and quiet ſtudy of boly 
Scrigtares, whereby I might be able to profit my brethren 
dwelling round about me Here now when as I conldvery little 
availe,Sathan beganto open hu eyes,and to prick forward 11s 
Who did pro- 11#ſty ſervant Iohn Eccius, not0r54 enemy-of Chriſt, ſmel- 
voke Luther lang w:th a certaine outragion licentionſneſſe of glory, chat- 
to purſue the {enging me to 4 combate unlooked for,tripping me for one ve- 
ws ar ? of ry little word eſcaped me unawares, tonching the Supremacy 
—_ © i” of the Church of Rome,T hu ſame proud prauncing T hraſo, 
; frufving in his Fuftian fumes, vanted Inſtily that he darſt at- 
tempt all things for Gods glory,and the honoar of the holy See 
Apoſtolique, And being puft np with ſaucy malapertnefje of 

abuſizg your power, made no ſurer acconnt of any. thing, thas 

of preſent conqueſt, ſeeking thereby not ſo much the primacy 

of Peters chaire,as his owne primacy peerleſſe amongſt all the 

. Divines of this age, for the better atchieving whereof, he 

pereerved that to leade prore Luther Captive, wonld be not 

the leaſt bravery of bis triumph, which enterpriſe, becanſe it 

happened unluckily and contrary to the exhortatien of the foo= 

life Sophifter, the man waxed incredibly farious : for be per- 

ceived, that whatſoever infamy was raiſed by me, againſt the 

Romiſh Church,was procured by his ewne onely temerity aud 

raſoneſſe, | Z 

UVonchſafe here T beſeech you (right reverend Leo) that 

I may here once defend mine owne cauſe , and diſcover your 

Lic” naturall enemes : 1t is not unknowne unto you (1 ſup- 
need” © poſe) how your Legate the Cardinall of $. Sixtus did deale 

_—_ with mean nndiſcreetman, axd uncivill, nay rather a falſe 

man : Juto whoſe proteftion when Thad yeelded my ſelfe and 

all mine eftate for the yeverence that I beare to your Hol;- 

ef] e, be endeavoured not to conclude a quietne e which he 


8 might even with halfe a word have eftabliſhed eaſily , when 


As. 


An Epiſtleto the Pope: 


- es 1 then promiſed to keepe filence, and rey my quarrel, o 
that mine adverſaries might be injoynedto do the like, But 
this gloriow man, not ſatufied with theſe conditions,be Fan to 
authorize mite adverſaries, to give them free liberty, and to 
enjoyne me to recant, which was no parcell of his commiſſion. 
Certeſſe, when here the cauſe was yet in very good plight, 
through his immoderate handling gt began to feſfter worſe and 
worſe , whereupon, whatſoever fell afterwards, was tobe 
*mpnted, not to Luther, bt to Cajetanes wnds/treetneſſe al- 
together, who wonld not permit me to be filent,and to remain 
in quict, which 1 dia at that time moſt earneſtly defire , for 
what might 1 do more? 
After him came Charles Militius, aud he al/d Leygate of Charles Mi- 
nour Holinefſe,who travelling many and ſundry wayes,poaſt. litius. 
ng here and there , forth and backe, and omitting nothing 
that might appertaize to the redreſſe of the ſtate of the cauſe, 
which Cajetane had raſdly and proudly aiſordered , could 
ſcarce at the length bring it to paſſe (thongh countenanced "I NB >” 
herein by the moſt renowned Prince Frederike the Elefor) ,,. 2 aha”: 7 
zhat he might have once or twice ſome familiar conference choſen, 
with me, where I once againe yeelded to yonr anthoritie,con. 
rented to hold my peace, not refuſing either Archbiſhop of 
Tryers, or the Biſhop of Numburgh #0 be judge in the 5auſe, 
which was a and obtained, Whiles theſe matters pro- 
ceeded thus very orderly,behold the — a greater ene- 
mie of your eſtate, Eccius ruſheth out with his aripntation at Eccius, 
Lypſia, which be had then publiſhed againft+ D. Conolaſta.. The _—_— 
dius,and picking a new quarrell "fer ſupreme of the Pope, 19a Lypli-- 
bends bis ſhot againſt me at unaware, and utterly diſſotveth 
this concluſion of Peace; In the meane time Carolus Milttius 
attendeth the ſucceſſe, Diipatation beginneth , Jndges are 
 choſdn: yet nevertheleſſe, hitherto nothing was determined, &- 
0 marvell, foraſmuch as through Eccius falſe lying , d5fſem- 
bling,and falſe packing,all things were full of nnquietneſſe, a- 
bounded in all melancholy, and franght of all parts with Con- 
(uſed diſorder, ſo that which way ſoever judgement were give, 
greater florms would be raiſed: for he ſought for glory,& not 
fer the Trath, And here alfo 1omitted no part of duty that be- 
2cwved me to do, EF 1 And. 
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eAnd I confeſe, that thu was not the leaft eccaſion of the 
© diſcovery of the R em1ſh trumpertes: yet ſuch as it Was, if any 
| off ence grew thereby, it was alts gether to beimputed to Ec- 
Cius, which undertaking an enterpriſe above hu reach,whiles 
: he gaped over- bin 7. fer his owne glery,aid diiÞlay abroad 
Thc flatterer 80 the view of the whole world,the infamous eſtate of Rome, 
Eccius did Thw,even thts ſame Eccius i your enemy (my Leo jorrather 
bure the Court ghe exeny of your (eurt, by whoſe onely example,a manmay 
of Rome qu” learne ſufficiently, that there 15 none more peſtilent an enemy, 
_ nN than a flatterer, fer what gained he by his blaunching elſe 
my elſe could but @ wiſchiefe, which »o carthly King nor Potentate could 
do, brinſp 10 paſſe ? for the name of the Romiſo Conrt doth ftinke 
now over the whole world, andthe Papane authority is very 

much craſed, notorim ignorance 1 generally cryed ont upon, 
whereof we ſhould not have beard any one word at all, if Ec- 

Cius had not tfirmeyled the peace agreed upox betwixt 

Charles a»d me, which ngw himſelf percerveth plain enough, 
all tos late, and in waine, forming againſt the imprinting of 

ny Books. T hits much behoved him then to have thought He 

03, when like a wilde untamed Colt , he ratnged wholly for 

glory, and when he ſou ght nought elſe but his owne advances 
ment, under the colour of your Holixeſſe, to your marvellous 

detriment and danger ; notwithſtanding the fooliſh vain man 

hoped, that I would have ſurceaſed, and kept filence, being 

afraid of the ſound of your authority (for of his wit and lear- 

ning, 1 de not beleeve, that he was ſo foole hardy ) and now 

perceiving that Thave taken courage, and my writings ſcat- 

tered abroad too much, being all too late ſory for his unadvui- 

ſed wilfulneſſe, he doth nuderftand, that there raigneth one 

in Heaven, who refifteth the proud, and cafteth downe the 

haughty of minde, if at leaſt yet he conceive ſo much, 

' Therefore, when as by thu our difputation, nothing was 

wrought but 4 my Confuſion of the Romiſh cauſe,Charles 

Militius 9aketh now his third repaire to the Elders of the ar- 

der, being aſſembled in the Chapter houſe , deſireth "adviſe 

how to qualifle the contention, which was even now prowne 

to great trouble, and wonderſull peril: from whom ( for as 

mnch as there was {mall hope now to overthrow me, Gods 
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mercy afſiſeug me ) ſome of the greateſt perſonages were ſent 


unto me, to intreat, that 1 would have conſideration of the 
eſtimation and honowr of your Holineſſe, and that I ſhould in 
humble letters, excuſe both yonr innacency , and mine owne, 


declaring that the matter wat not yet growne to ſo deFfaired 


a caſe, as to be without hope of recovery, if Leo the tenth 


 wonld of his naturall inclination to lenitie, vouchſafe his aide 
thereto : here now as 6ne that hath alwa = both offered, and 


wiſhed for tranquillity, that I may the better apply my ſelfe 


to more quict, and more profitable exerciſe, whereas I had [> 
vehemently turmoiled my ſclfe to thi end,that in mightineſſe 


and force, as well of words, as conrage, I might ſuppreſſe the 


3nſolencie 4 them, whom I perceived to be farre unequall to 


watch with me, I did not onely yeeld willingly , but with joy 
alſo and thankefull ates padre the requeſt,as a moſt ac- 


ceptable benefit, if it may prove according to our expetta-_ 


F807, | Eo 
Ta this minde I come now (oh holy Father ) and falling 
profirate at your feet, do moſt humbly beſeech you to grant 
your aſſiſtance herein, and to reſtraine (if it be poſſible) the 
ontrage of theſe flatterers, the very cankers of Vnity, vos 


— under the vizor of peace, But to wiſh me torevoke 


that which I have written ( moſt holy Father ) it booteth net 
for any man to hope for, unleſfſe he be defiroms rather to have 
the matter to be more largely blowne abroad. 

Aoreqver, 1 do not alow theſe laws concerning the inter- 


pretation of Gods word to be reſtrained to the Church of 


Rome, or tyed to any place, for as much as the word of God 
(which teacheth freedome of all things elſe ) ought not to be 
ftraighted, and abridged of ber freedome. The two condits- 
015 reſerved, there ts elſe nothing but that I can both do, and 
ſwffer: yea, will moſt willingly yeeld unto: I do late bate con- 
tention « I will challenge no man,and 1 will not be challenged 
apaine, but if I be teazed; I will not hold my tongue in my 


maſter Chriſt hiz behatfe, for #t 14 an eafie matter for your 


Holineſſe to command ilence, and quietneſſe on both parts, 
the quarrels being ſummoned before you , and determined, 
which I have alwayes defired earneſtly to heare, Y 
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| He counſel- Beware therefore (my holy Father Leo) that you hearken 
leth the Pope yop ro theſe enchanters, which makes you not a natarall man, 
not to heare gs halfe a God, and would induce you to beleeve, that ye are 
Pn, able to command, and exatt whatſoever you tiff, [t will nos be 
[0, neither ſpall you prevaile, you are the ſervant of ſervants, 
and placed in the moſt dangerom eftate of all others + Let 
them not begwile you, which imagine you to be the Lord of 
the World, which will not permit any manto be a Chriſtian 
man, uuleſſe he be ſubjelt to your authoritie , which ds chat- 
ter and jangle, that you are of power to conmyand in Heavey, 
in Hell, pa, 5 Pmargatory,T hoſe, even thoſe be your enemies, 
and ſceke the deftruttion of your ſonle, as the Prophet Ifaiah _ 
doth witneſſe, O my good people, ſuch as do praiſe theeg, "even 
thoſe dodeceive thee, They are ont of ghe way gwhich 4p ex. 
toll your majeſty aboug the Conncell and nniverſall Church, 
They are out of the way which de mveſt you only in theright © 
of interpreting Scriptures, for ſuch do prattiſe to eſtabliſh in 
'the Church all their owne impieties under your name, eAnd 
ala for wo, by the meanes of thoſe perſons, Sathan hath pre- 
vailed much in your predeceſſors. To be Freefe, beleeve none _ 
of them that domagnifie you, but ſuch as do humble you, for 
rhss ts the judgement of God, He hath throwne downe the 
mighty from their ſeat, andhath exalted the hamble and 
meeke: Behold what inequality there 1s betwixt Chrift and 
his ſucceſſours, when as they all wotwithſtanding will be ac- 
counted Vicars of Chriſt, And 1 feare much , left many of 
them be his Vicars indeed a great deale too earneſtly : » Ap 
|  Picar whe that doth preſent the perſon of his Prince being not 
pq a Vicar gy place, Now, if the Pope do beare dominion whiles Chriſt. 
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& not preſent vor refiant within hu heart ,what 5 he l:fſe, than 
the Vicar of Chriſt? But what manner of ( bnrch 5; that then 
Ls ele, but arnde multitude without Chriſt? eAnd what man- 
er of Vicar # ths elſe, but Antichriſt, and an 1doll? How 
wuch more truly fake the Apoſtles, who named themſelves 
the ſervants of Chriſt being preſent and not V, icarrof Chriſt 

being abſent. DO LE TS 
FN OOGANuY | Peraaventure, I ſball be accounted a fhamel: fe fellow, 
we 'Mi that dare preſume to teach {o mighty a Potemtate,from whons 
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> © 22 Any men have beene ofopinien that 
/ 2c Chriſtian Faith is an eaſfie matter, 
rt yea of them alſo not a few have ac- 
2 counted it in the number of vertues, 
A even as a companion of Vertue it 
oF 2\/&x1 R,* ſelfe. And this have they done, be- 
DS Ya. cauſethey bave had no-triall thereof 
ar END FSQD. by any proofe, nor have at any time 
raſted of what pow Q and forceit is : whereas it cannot be. 
poſlible that any man may be able to write pithily, or un- 
derſtand «ftefually the things that are written concerning 
the ſametruly , unlefle being pinched at ſome one time or- 
another with ſome crofle of tribulation, he hath felt the- 
inward ſpirit thereof : But who ſo hath had but a meane: 
taſte ofthe ſame, can never poſſibly be ſatisfied with wri- 
ting, ſpeaking, thinking, and hearing thereof. For 57 2 a- 
lively prong nne--owerlaſting life, according as Chriſt call- 
eth ir in the fourth of Fob». Wheremm my Celfe , albeit I. 
make no yaunt of my ftore, and withall do ackno\w!e#2e 
. the weakneſle of mine imbecillitie , yet do nevertheleſle. 
' truſt, that by meanes of ſundrie and grievons temptations 
wherewith I have beene turmoyled, I have attained no- 
{mall dramme of Faith. And thatI am thereofable to trear 
(though not (@ eloquently, yer certes more ſubſtanrially 
than thoſe literall and over-ſubtil Schoolmen have hither- 
to yet diſputed, as men altogether ignorant in the things. 
which themſelves have written. To the end therefore [ 
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may diſcover a more eaſie way to the unletrered to wade 

hercin (ro whoſe capacities 1 do onely apply my ſelfe) I 

do ſet downe firſt theſe two propoſitions touching the 

freedome and bondage of the ſpirit. 

1 A Chriflian man i 4 moſt free Lord of all, ſubjet to 71, prepeitians 
N#OFE., | < 

2 A Chriſtian man is a meſt duvifall ſervant of all, [abje2 

to all, : OS 


Although theſe two propoſitions ſeeme to be meere 
contraries, yet when they ſhall befound to have in them *' 
_ a certaine ſweet agreement, they will availe very much 
for dur preſent purpoſe. For Saint P«xl is the Author of 
them both, namely, in his firſt Epiſtle to the Corinths the 
twelfth Chapter, Being otherwiſe free, I made my [elfe ſer- | <1, 
vant of all. And inthe 1 3. tothe Romanes, Owe nothing 2,m,1z. 
to any man, but that ye love one another, But love 1s natu- 
rally datifull, and humbly obedient'to the thing that is lo- 
ved. Even ſo Chriſt, though Lord of all, yet being borne 
of a woman, was made under the Law, both free altoge- 
ther, and a ſervant, at oneſelfe time inthe ſhape of God, 
andin the ſhape ofa ſervant. 


Ler us enter into ſome higher and more deepe conſide- 
ration of thoſe ſayings» Man doth confiſt ef two natures, 
to wit, ſpirituall, and corporall. In reſpe& of theſpirituall 
 nature(which ſome do terme tobe the ſoule) hes called 
fpirituall, inward, and of the new man : In reſpeR of the 
corporall (which ſome call the fleſh) he is called the car- 
nall, outward, and the old man, Of the which the Apoſtle 
inthe ſecond to the Corinthians, the fourth Chapter. A/- 

though onr outward man be corruptible, yet our inward man *S 74+ 
' & reuucd day by day. So that it anne to pafle, through 


A 


this diverſttie, that in the Scriptures two contraries are af- 
firmed of one ſelfe ſame man, becauſe thatthcſe two men 
| being within the ſame one man, do keep continvall batrell 
againſt each other, Fhileft the fleſh doth covet againſt the Galat.s. 


. 


eto the 


ſpirit, and the ſpirit againſf the fleſ#, as in the 
Galath, the 5, Chapter, 
es C 2 
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ts what thing Firſt therefore letus examinethe inward man, and ſee 
(briſtian iiber:) by what reaſon he may be made juſt, free, and a true Chri- 
flian, that is to ſay, ſpirituall,new,and aninward man, And: 
it is certaine, that no externall thing at all (how glorious. 
title ſoever it beare) is in any reſpect available to the at- 
raining of Chriſtian righteouſnefle,or ftreedome, as neither- 
_ of any yalueto the procuring of unrighteouſnefle or bon- 
dons. which is proved by a very eafiedemonſtration, For: 
what availeth it to the ſoule, if the body be:in liking, . 
health, and full of life : If iteate, drink, and do freely what. 
it liſteth, when as even the moſt wicked abjeRts, bond- 
ſlaves of all miſchiefe, do enjoy the ſame? Apaine, what 
lofſedoth the ſoule ſuſtaine by ſicknefle, impriſonment, . 
ſcarcitie of food, thirſt,or by any other externall difadvan- 
tage, when as the very reprobate, . and ſuch as be_cleare 
voide of all good conſcience, are moleſted with theſame. 
None of all thale externall caſualties do extend to thefree- 
dome, or bondage, of the ſoule, In like manner it ſhall be - 
to ſmall parpoſe, if the body be garniſhed with gay coapes, . 
ſuch'as Prieſts do weare, or be converſant in holy ſanfua- 
ries,or be exerciſed in holy Maſſe and Mattens,or if it pray, 
faſt, abſtaine from certaitie meats , or do inure.it ſ{clfe to - 
whatſoever exerciſe wrought and poſſible to be wrought - 
by the body and in the body. To the freedome and righte- 
ouſneſle of the ſoule is requiſite matter of farre-greater.im- 
wubrvpicns; chews theſe externall things aforeſaid, may _ 
happenunto the molt wicked, by praftifing of the whied, . 
they become na better then. plaine hypocrites, Contrari- 
wiſe, it ſhall nothing pre Jadice the ſoule, tohave the body. 
 Cadwithunhallowed garments,to frequent prophane pla-- 
ces, to eat and drink of all forts of meat without choice, . 
not to-bleat ont prayer by note, yea topaſſe over all thoſe 
{ works aforeſaid, which may beperformed by the very hy- 
pocrites.- "IE Ns EN 
__ Bettalſotkat wereje allthings, yea, even ſpeculati- 
ons,medirations, and whatſoever may be done by the en- 
deavout of the ſoule, it profiterh nothing, One-ching, yea 
' and that onely and alone is needfull to the attainment of+ 
. T1 A 


. 
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life, righteouſneſ®, and Chriſtian liberty, whichis the fa- 

cred word of God, the Goſpel of Ieſa Chriſt, according to cefey fo the 

theteſtimony of Chriſt himſelfe in the 11, Chap, of John; ſaute. 

1am thereſurretion and life, be that beleeveth in me, ſhatl 10b. tt: 
x0? dye for eVEr, Andan the 8. Chap, of 7ohx. If the Sonne lob $; 
make you free, you ſhall be truly free, And inthe 4; Chap, 

. of Matth Man lrveth not by bread _ bat by every word Mutih-4. 
that proceedeth ont of the month of God. Let us therefore 

' take thisfor a ſtrong and an undoubted Bulwarke,that the 
ſoule.may want all things except the word of God , with- 
ont the which nothing in the world can preſerve her in- 
fatety: But having-the word, ſhe 1s rich, deſtitate of no+ 
thing, for as much as the word of God is the word of life, 
of light, of peace,righteouſneſle, ſalvation, joy, freedome, 
wiſedome, power, Rrace, glory, and ineſtimably the trea- 
fare incomparable of all goodneffe. And this is 1t that mo- 
ved the Prophet ia all his QQonary and in many other pla Pavid. - 
ces, with ſo many deepe ſighs-andgroanings to skrich our, 
and to call upon the word of God, Againe, neither is there Fawire of God - 
any morehorriblea plague of Gods wrath, than whiles he += org 
ſendertifamine of hearing his word, .asheſpeakethin F- vv, 
2208 : a8 neither is there any greatergracethan if heſpread 


abroad his word, as is ſpecified in the 107. Plalme,He ſexe ply, roy, 
his word, aud healed them,and delgvered themfrom their de« 
firuftson, Neither was Chriſt ſent to anyother Miniſtery,; 


then. the miniftery of the Word; noris the Apoſtelicall Bi- 
ſhopricke, and whole order Ecclefiaſticall, called and ins - 
ſtitured otherwiſe, than tothe miniftery ofthe Word, 

- But thou wiltdemand, what wordof God is this, and ;,,.,.. .... 
after what manner muſt it beuſed;conſidering there beſo 1nd of God. 
many: words of Ged?.Tanſwer,the-Apoſtleexprefieth the 
ſame, namely, the Goſpell of God concerning his 

carnate, crucified, riſen againe, and' glorified by the holy 

Ghoſt the ſanQifier,, For: Chriſt hath. d; that is to - 

ſay, bath fed che foule, hath juſtified, delivered , and ſaved 

the ſoule, if ſhe beleeve hisdofrine, for Faith enelyis the 

{ate and effenalluſe of Gods word, as Ro. 10, If thow con- ram. 10. 


Heſſe with thy month, and belecue with the heart that God 
Y C 3 _ 
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hath raiſed him from the dead, thow fralt be ſaved. And a5 
gaine, T he end of the Law i Chriſt, nzuto righteouſneſſe to 
alt them that do belceve, And to the Romans the firſt, The 
guſt man ſhall live by bis owne faith, for the word of God 
 cannotbecomprehended andembraced by any works, but 
byfaithonely, Even ſo it is manifeſt, that as the Soule hath 
Faith ovely needof the onely word, to obtaine righteouſnefſe and life, 
wſtified, even ſo it is juſtified by onely faith, and no works ; for if it 
might be juſtified by any other meanes, then ſhould itnot 
ſtand inneed of the word, and ſocenſeguently no need of 
* faith. Butthis faith cannot conſiſt altogether with works, 

1- thatis to ay, if thou preſume to be juſtified together with 
if works, whatſoever they be, for this were even to halt on 
:.\ 8 both legges, to worſhip Baa/,and to kifſe the hand, which 
EL | P Iob. of all other is abbominable, as witneſſeth Fob, Therefore, 
{210 when thou beginneſt to beleeve, thou doeſt learne withall, 
+0 that all things in thee are altogether blame-worthy,ſinfull, 
" FY [ and damnable, according to that ſaying of the Apoſtle in 


Rom. Ls 


ET hs, the 2.to the Romans, A# have ſinned,and have need of the 
+ ai elory of God, And Rom. 3. There # noxe that doth good,all 
+ have declined out of the way, they are altogether become wn- 
| profitable: for if thou know this once,thou ſhalt know that 
it is neceſſary for thee tohold faſt Chriſt,that beleeving on 
T2] him, who bath ſuffered for thee, and is riſen againe, thou 
2: ES maiſt be made another man through this faith, being made 
1 free from all thy finnes, and juſtified by the merits of Iefa 
| Chriſt onely, _ - | DR ” 
s {7 Therefore,for as much as this faith cannot beare domi- 
i nion in any, butin the inward man, according to the teſti- 
mony of Paxlin the 10. to the Romans,*ith the heart we 
do beleevenntorighteanſueſſe, And for as much as this faith 
onely doth juſtifie, it is evident that the inward man can- 
+ H | not 1nany wile be juſtified, made free, and ſaved by any 
OB Mov ent ive External workeorexerciſe, and that works whatſoever, 
*' fifiedly ay avallenothing thereunto, a5onthe contrary through im- 
+ external thing. piety, and onely unbeliefe of the heart, man is made guilty, 
| and the bond-ſlave of fine, and not by any external fine 
or werke. And therefore the firſt and principall care of 


every 
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every Chriſtian man oughe to be inthis eſpecially, that ſet- 
ring aſide all vaine confidence of works, he ftrengthen his 
bait more and there, and by daily increafings grow in 
knowledge, not of werks, bur of Chriſt Ieſt.cracified for 
him, and riſen againe, as Pezex in thelaſtof his firſt Epiſtle 
reacheth, for as much, as none other workedoth make a cu. 
true Chriſtian man. So Chriſt in the 6, of Foh», when the. 
Tews asked-a queſtion. what they- ſhould do to do the 
/ works of God? excluding the multitude ef works, where- 
with he perceived them to ſwell; and puft up inpride, did 
preſcribe unto themone onely rule, ſaying, 7 his z the work lobs g. 
of God,to beleeve on him whom he hath ſent, for him God the 
Father hath ſealed. From hencerightfaith in Chriſt duely Faith « wee- 
proceeding is a treaſure ineſtimable , containing in. it ſelfe /#e 7cftimeble 
all falyation, and preſerving from all evill; as inthe laſt of 
Marke, He that beleeveth and is baptiſed, ſhall be ſaved,he 
that beleeveth not, ſhall be damned, which treaſure Iſaiah "ae 
inwardly regarding,didin the 16. of his Prophecy ſay, The 
decreed. conſumption overfloweth with righteouſneſle,. 
and the Lord of hoafts ſhall perfe&ly fulfill the thing thar- 
he bath determined in the midft of the whole world, as if 
he had ſaid, Faith which isa briefe and ſummary fulnefle of- 
the Law, ſhall repleniſh the beleevers with ſo great righ- 
© reouſnefle, that they ſhall not have need of any other helpe - 
toattaine righteouſneſſe:and the ſame doth Pax#Fteſtifie in: 
the 10. to the Romans, For with the heart we beleeve wnts-Rmmao.. 
righteouſneſſe, But thou doeſt aske by what meanes it co- | 
meth to-paſle, that faith _— zuſtifie, and-give ſuch a- 
treaſure of ſe great goodneſle without works, ſeeing that: 
the whole Scriptures do preſcribeunto us ſo many works, 
ſo many ceremonies, and ſo many laws * Ido anſwer, a- 
bove all things be mindfull of this chiefly that hath beene' . 
ſpoken of before, to wit, that onely faith-without works'. 
doth juſtibe, doth deliver, and doth ſave, which we will 
make more manifeſt hereafter. In the meane time ſcale up- = 
this, that the whole Scripture of God is divided ir.2otwo The Scriptares* 
branches, namely, commandments and promiſes. ] \-comangens ooh 


the commandments do teach good things ,. but the thing? ae wy 


SYSLY 
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-thatare taughtby them arenot forthwith performed, for 
they do pronounce what we ought todo, bur donet give 
power to dothe ſame, but are inſtitured to this end, to diſ- 
cover manto himſelfe,by meanes whereof,man may know 
his owne diſability towards the good,and ſo deſpaire efhis 
ewne ſtrength and for this cauſe they are called the old 
Teſtament,and fo they be indeed. As for exatnple, Thou 
ſhalt not covet, is, Commandment, by the which we are 
convincedall to befinners, becauſe man cannot chuſe but 
covet, whatſoever his endeavour be to the contrary, And 
therefore, that he may net covet,and ſo:conſequently fulfill 
the commandment,he1s compelled to deſpair of limſelfe, 
- and toſeek elſewherefor help of another,' which beis-not 
.ableto finde in himſelfe, as O/ze faith, Thy deſtrultion co. 
meth of thy ſelfe, O Iſrael, and thy health ovelyfrom me. The 


All tbe Com- gbfervation of which one Commandment, is generall to 
mexdment: be 


impeſ. OE obſerved in all thereſt, for all the Commandments are 

equatty inpep--in-all reſpedts alike impeſlible unto us, and beyond eur 

aliſhed by us. reach. Now when mans taught his owne weakneſle by 

thecommandments, andthercby:brought into perplexity, 

how he may be able to accompliſk-the law knowing that 

m_ the law muſt be ſo of all parts accompliſhed,that no one jot 

ſo'much, or tittle thereof may be pretermitted, otherwiſe 

in danger of eternall damnation irrecoverable, being then 

truly humbled , and embaſed to nought in his owne eyes, - 
he findeth nothing in himſelfe, whereby he may be juſti- 

Hed, and come toſalvation. Lo,here cometh the other 


| branch of the Scripture, namely, the promiſes of God, 


which dobring theglad tydings of the glory of God, -and 
ſpeake on this wiſe, If thou wilt fulfill So Law, and not 


covet, as the Law 4 ads behold here a remedy, Be- 
leeve in Chriſt, in whom be promiſed unto thee, grace, 
righteouſneſle, peace, freedome, and in whom thou halt 
have all _ thou beleeve, and without whom thou 
ſhaltlack all things if thou doſt not beleeve, for that which 
15 impeſlible to thee inallthe works of the Law (which be 
many, and yetunavailable to ſalvation) thou ſhalt very ea- 
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Keno w lo $9 God pe ef ro92&rg 
and therefore Gods promiſes have relation co be new Te- 
ſtament, yea rather are thenew Teſtamenr ir ſelfe. 

For. as-much therefore.0 wy PE of Go be holy 
words, true, juſly p bs all goodnefſe,it 
meth to paſle, thatcbe (ole eh doth. cleave ſteadfaſtly The frft cm 
tothe ſame, withan ynſhaken faith, is Shares {9 pan of feths...4 
unto them, yeazealſorwholly ſa; Awallowed,np. of them, 


thazitdoth not onely partake ghereof; but ls: roughly gor- 
gedrand: edrun Nh all the. Power m_R of 

che ſam me: for ifthe touching of Chriſt did givebealth,how 

mu e ordin the 


more ſhalla very: tender -feelingof th 
ſpirit?gay rathera through ſwallowing ot > 
communicate-tqthe.f things nar af _ © 
word?, By. this meanes therefore, DE. + 

onel y without works , beleevingin the a. of C 
wichal 


ine to.the 
3A 


ihgs lancified, pacified, delivered. ; and repleni 
all. gaodneſo2-and it;is rruly made; the daughter oo 

Req ppawer Fo'be Ih. t. - ; 
that F- nance ”” bis | 


Hiradin, 2c x;of Fobng 
$24 ſages of God, quM. Few 


OE mage eaſily perceived. from! wh ace fait] 
hathre bly ec 2 gear ore Wh Why either any © 
.canc eave 


wherein Sarwar, {pa reigneand gi 
forſuchasthe word is, ſuch becometh the ſoule, made 
forceof the wotdegyen as a fiery plate of iron doth R 
merhike unto fre, by meanes Goneng: the fire and 
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aretopether,ſo thariris manifeR;that toa Chriſtian man. 

| 3þ Rich ſatticerth onely for all, and that heneedeth no works. 
| jt robe juſtified by. Now it he need no works, then alſo he 
+ 3® nerds northe law: ithe havenvneed of thiefav, furelyhe. 

WW: ” is then free from the law.So this alſo is true. The law isnot 

H .  rradefor therighteons man, and this is the ſame Chriſtian 

| liberty, Our faith which doth worke in us,nort robe idlers,. 

nor to give our ſelves to luſt andevill life | bat that we be 

not tyed to-a neceſlity of obſerving the' aw , or doing 

works,to the end to obtaine righteouſnefſe, or falvarion 

An:ther arme thereby, Let this be the firſt arme of faith, and terns ſee a- 

of fab. other, for this allo is the dury of faith, that it reverence - 

| :-- himonwhomitbeleeveth; with a moſt godly and earneſt-- 
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leeving the promiſes. On.the other fide, what Rebellion? 2,um,, 
what unpiety? what greater reproach, can there bs unto 
God, than not to beleevehim when he promiſeth? for 
what is this elſe, than either to make God a lyar, er to be 
doubtfull of his truth? that is to ſay,to aſcribe truch co him- 
ſelfe, and to condemne God of yanity and lyivg, Wherein 

doth he not deny Gad, and make te himſelfe an image of 
| hiarſelfe in bis owne heart? what availe deeds (1 pray you) 

wrought in thisunbelecfe? though they ſecme never io 
Angelicall, or Apoſtolicall > And therefore very well did 
God concludeall, not in wrath and Juſt, but in unbelcefe, 
leſt ſach as faine that they have falfilled the law through 
chaſt and meek works of the law (ſuchbe vertueshamanc 
and civil] ) ſhould preſume upon their ſalvation, when as 

being ſhutup in the finge of unbeleefe, they muſt eicher 

ſeeke for mercy, or to be damned thr Juſtice. Bute 

whey GO D dah Gnas 9s app his 
which is as much honour as hedeſfireth, then doth he ho- _ 62-5 

nour us gun, and imputeth unto us truth and righteouſ- beceve or bim. 

nefle for this faiths ſake: for faith, in yeelding to God his 

Ry away onan yn 

God doth recompence our righteouſneſle againe wi 

ry, for it is trueand juſt, that God is true and jaſt. So alſo, 

to aſcribe unro God juſtice and truth, and to confeſle the 

fame, isto be true and juſt, Tothis effeR wereade in the 

1. ofthe Kings, the 5. Chapter, Fhoſorver doth honor me, i, x;a, 

Twill glorifie hins : and whoſerver doth deffiſe me, ſpall be 

»aught ſer by, The ſamealſo pronounceth Pas! tothe Ro- 

mans, the 4. Chap. That to eAbrabam his owne ſaith was nom, s; 
imputed unto righteouſueſſe , becaulethrough the ſame he 
. gaveunto God the glory moſt abſolutely, and thatif we 
; Deloown, talk ſhall be impated for the ſame cauſe unto us _ 
| forrighteouſnes, The third arme of faith, which is a jewell The third ame - 


ineſtimable, is this, that it coupleth the ſoule wich Chriſt, of {e#t. 
evenas the ſpouſe with her husband. By which Sacrament rye wu ivg f 


(as Paxl 


T_T and the ſoul are made one fleſh. rbe ſoul wite 
they beone 


, then is there a true ay Ris 


D 2 


» . 


LEE Enki. 


Rbotd ineſtion- 
ble treaſues. 
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' them, 


yen, rather, a marriage of altother moſt; perfeRzab-- 
ſo!utely accompliſhed- betwixt them' (tot the- marriages 


- x.» 


berwixt man and wife be but {lender- figures ofthisunion) 
whereupon ir followeth; that all things are common. be- 
twixt them, as well good as bad,ſo tharw hatfoever Chriſt 
doth poſlefſe, the taithfull ſoule may boldly preſume npon 
the ſame, and triumph over them, as though they: were. 
his owne. Likewiſe, whatſoever appertaineth to the ſoul, 
the ſame may Chriſt challenge unto himſelf,as if they were 
his owne, Let us compare theſe together, and we ſhalt 
perceive ineſtimable treaſure, Chriſt is full-of all grace, 
lite, and faving health; the foute is fraughttull of all finne, 
death, ana-damnation. Now let faith come betwixt theſc 
two, and it ſhall cometo paſſe, that Chriſt ſhill be loaden- 
with ſinne, with death, and with hell, but unto the ſoule 
ſhall be impured grace, life, and-falvatien;; for it behovethk .. 
Chriſt, it he be the husband,to accept, and joyntly poſſefie 
the things appertaining to his Spaute, and/withall,to-com- 
municate to his Spouſe the things that appertaine to his. 
poſſeſſion, for he that giveth unto her his body, and him- 
{eife wholly, how can it be, but that he muſt give her all 
things elſe withall?- And he thatis poſſeſſed of the Spuuſe, 
how doth k- not withaltpoflefle alſo the things appertain- 
ing to the Spoule ?-- Here-cometh loe to the view a 'me(t 
{weet ſpeacle, not onely of communion, but of a comfor-- 
table battell, of viRory, of falvatiun and redemption, 

For in as mucl» as Chriſt is God and Man, and ſuch a 
perſon, as never yet {inned,neverdyeth; nor js damned; 
yea, ſuch a one,as neither can ſin,nor dye, norbe damned; 
an | that hy juſtice, bis lite, his ſaving health, isunvanquiſh- 
a-ale, everiaſting, and omnipotent; when as (1 ſay ) fuck'a 
p:rfon doth communicate to himlelfe , yea rather doth 
wedde (ashis owne) the-finne, death, and damnation: of 
his Spouſe through the wedding Ringandunion-of Faith. 
And that the caſe now ſtandethnone otherwiſe, then as if 
"cy were his owne proper peculiar; even as if himſc}fe 
had (nned, were travellino aying be 


| Travelling, ; and deſcending into 
hel!;robring all wings in ſubjedtion: And that ſinne,dearh; 


and. 
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and-hell conld*not- Twallowhitm ; being' all of: tie 

eleane ſwallowed vp in him by Ren Wu: ar | 

His right is greater than the fines of all men : his 

life ſritdderiterby-iti power” all death; his fa {aving health is 

more vi&torious than' Flt hel even o the fairhfall foule, 

chrougli thealhuredriefleof hier faith in Chriſt her husband,; 
is delivered: from all finnes, made ſafe from death, garded | 
from hell, and''endowed with the everlaſting righceouf- 
neſſe, life, ad ſaving Health: of he hasband -Clirift; On 
this wiſe Chriſt dot couple her unro himſelfea glorious 
Spouſe poſe without or and' nd vrinchle cleanſing her with % 
fountaine in the word of life, that isto fay,” through faith, 

_ 'the wordof lite, of righteorſnefle, and © Glration, Even 
ſodothhe-miarry herunto himſelfe in Faith, in mercy, and 
compaſſions; 1n' juſtice and | judgement, as he teſtifieth' in gf, 
4he'2:of 'Oſte, TI GICENL 4 * 

Wherefore who is able to value theroyaltic ofthis mar- rio chats af 
riageaccordingly ? who is able to compreherid theglort- ;,,, Wn 1d 


ous riches of this grace ? where this rich and loving huts rjage, 


band Chrift doth'take unto wife this poore and wicked 


Harlot; redeeming her from all evils, and garniſhing her 
with all his owne jewels, For it is impoſſible now , that 
her owne'ſinnes ſhould deſtroy her, ſithens they are laid 
upon Chriſts ſheulders, and fwallowed up in him; fithens 
_ alfoit doth now'poſſeſſe the ſame righteouſnefſetrher haſ-. 
band Chriſt, of the which ſhe may now emboldenherlſelf, 
and preſumeupon them asin her owne right againſt all her | 
owne ſinnes, againſt death andhell; and may with conft- : 
dence encounter the' enemy, and ſay; itI haveſinned,” yer . 
my ſweethwband' Chriſt, in n whom I do beleeve, bath not 
ſinned, all whole riches are mine, and al{ mineare his: As 
in the Canticle of Salomon, My welbeloved hmband to me, 
and 1 unto him.” This is that Pan/peaketh of in the firſt 
tothe Corinths, the-157 Chapter,” Thauked be God 'which £05198; 
hath given us wittopy through Peſws Chriſt our Lord: Even 
the viftory over finne and death. * And inthe ſame place he - 
btingetlvin, that f ane is the fog of death, but the force of 


ft nmne ithe law, 


B23 Hereof: 


* anc; - 


fripone Ged onely,n nowraccompliſh- 
ifthou werenothing 


- the accompliſhment of all the Commandmemts : For, he 
thar deth-accompliſh the firſt Commandment, doth fulfill - 
all the reft with no labour atall. For works being things 

* without ſenſe, cannot glorife Ged, though they may be 

_ practiſed to. Gods glory, being joyned with faith. But we, 
at thispreſent, enquire notthe works wreught , of what 
qualitie they be.: but we do-enquirc of the perſon that ma- - 

FT keth the works, that glorifieth and. bringeth forth the 
Faith waktth \orks : And the-ſame 1s the very Fatthof the heart, the 
—— head and ſubſtance of all our righteouſneſle, whereupon it 
 followeth, that the doarine that tcacheth the fatisfaRion 

of the law by meanes of works, is blinde and perillous, for 

as much as.before all works, it behovetk that all the Com- 
mandments be accompliſhed , and that works do follow - 

after.this fulfilling of the law , as we ſhall heare more art 

large afterwards. ” 

But to the end we may more manifeſtly behold this 

race which this our inward man doth pollefle in Chriſt, - 

1tis to be abſerved, that in the old Teſtament, God did 

7 he prerogative ſarQike to bijmſelfe the firſt-borne of every mankinde, 

o{ £5: jj butb 2nd the firſt birth was cobagymmge Aypagpns'ms 


all other indouble kenour: Namely, in the Prieſthood,; 


| in the kingdome, for the firſt begotten Brother was Prieſt 
| an 
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and Lord of all cnmnrbdpmy mn ant Chrift 1 m_ 
prefigured unts us; the trae and on begotten of 
Godrbe Father,and of the Virgin A£a-y,and the trne King "2 the 

bem mtr ban. 26d the world, ome of 

eisnot ofthis world, heraignethand[ _ 

iricaall and heavenly things, whuch are t 
Nowra eruth, wiſedoine, peace, Glerion "NC. 
EE wordand ofhell, werenoralſ in 

ſabjection onto hith(c it how conkd heprefer 


confi weirdle inthets ior of then, Even ſonnetther his 
Prieſthood dothoconſiſt in ourward pompe of apparrell and 
geſtures ( ſuck ns' the hamane Pricfthood of-Farox was, Sus Pole 
_ andae NE Rn isar this day)bar in 9% 
pee byrhe which he' doth make interceſſion 

us unto Ge Father in heaven , by acertaine invi- 
ſible office, and there doth offer ap himſelfe, and perform. 
Rs Tron eek bn 

th'by # feaech'in ; 

Alerothe Ecbrews;' Neither doth he bnely pray,and pe wages he on 
As io de erty of hi [2 
wardly in fpirit with t ſs 
whiat-two are the peculiar properties of a Pricſt, which - 
altos fguret in carnal Prie 7by prayers and 'v 


chi | 
And oo 


Andeven'is Chriſt 
two dienities, fodoth' he it 
fame marriage, "wehlecdy Ny me 
{aid marria whereb arcs 
are AF Loalietia band, AI ENWF coroncly 7 It, tier 
we _—_ beleeve in Chriſt are Priefts and Kings in 
| ©htiſt; v'in rhe x, of Peter, the feevnt Chaprer, Yow > 


people of adoprivi, i kingty 
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in the eight tothe Romans, «Al things do wes Pagerber | 


. \VEMENCES 


that in ſpirituall power he is berome Lord over all, {6 that 
none of all he creatures can do him-any harme arall: Na 
rather all things are made ſabjeR unto him and camp 


to ſerve for his ſafety, according tothe: te many ft 


co.the ee to good, Likewiſe inthefarſt ro the Corinths, 
All thing «ave yours, whether it be life or death, things pre- 
ſent, or things t0 come, but you are Chrifts.Not thattoeve- 
ry.Chriſtia ,allpreeminence i 1s-given/1n bodily: power to 
PEI Ane'F ule over all.things (wbich furiqus teafaback | 
ewitched many our Prelates every Where ) for thisdomi- 
nion!is ,proper, to. Kings, Princes, and-Potentates-of -the 
earth: w the very uſe and manner-fvur lives, doth 
ſufficiently, teagh-ys; that, we are bjeR19'8ll; that we. do 
endure: many tribulations; yea;/ and: even dye' the-death. 
Nay, rather, by how ,mucha, Chriſtin dethexcelin Chri> 
ltianitie, by.ſo much is he ſubzeRtunto all.inco)1- 
vexxtions, andeleathe,ag-We-the 7 eafily[{etin 
BEVEL wer of the. firft-vorne: Chriſt: thigeſelfogud dll 
* hisboly rechren,. This. power!1s, ſpiriwelt, yyhichdoch 
beare domini ion exen4n.ghe midſt. Sfepemiesandiiemighe | 
ga amiditthe very rariyres, which is nochingyelle in * 
efeft, bur that power is. mage pete in weakneſſes i; and 
thatzn ng I may make gaive for my laſety:infomuch, 
thar the crofle and death ſelfe may be compelled toſerve 
for: my behoote, and; to worke my falyation-;apt-this is 


| thathigh and noral ble dignitie, yea, that- Ho dcager a per 


2 rentpo 167, the {pirz tuall kingd ome, wherein nothing 
{o.g0( nothing {o- 


ad, -which,ſhallnot -worke:to oy 


good, ſo 4U07Y beleeye, And yethave.lineed of.nothin 
( fithens onely faith doth ſaffice to falvatjon) but that Haigh 


forte her ron apdche thin inion offer 
this thtineimabls pour and li 


Xo '. 0 alſo we Ry. coals © moſt Gas f 
webePricfts alſofor ever, - high doth 
kingdomes: ;Far thro he 


c :God; toplead and pro order 


men, 


a a” 


God. For av = he v: et © remains unto j_rrio-of 
can in no wiſe be committed to any unbeleever, Such a 
prerogative hath Chriſt obtained for us; chatas jeyne bre- 
thren, coheires, and joynr kings, ſo allo we ſhould be untq: 
him joynt Prieſts,-preſuming [boldly with confidence 
through the ſpirit of Faith to Te unto the: preſence of 
God, and to cry unite him +76b4 Father, and-topray for 
each other, and to.do all things that we ſee to-be executed 
_ and figured by the viſible _ corporall fun&ion of- the | 
Prieſts. But untothe unbelecyernothing: leryerhor wor- 41, 
kethunto good, buthe is became ſcrvanr of all other, to ;, 6- m— 
whom all things turne unto evill, becauſe bedoth wicked- ver. 
ly employ all his endeavour for his owne behoofe, and not 
to the glory of God. And by this. meanes he is ncicher 
Prieſt but prophane, whoſe: os a turnethuntoſinne, nor | 
doth appearebefore God, becauſe God doth notheare fin- 
n£rs. Wherefore who is able to comprehend the prehemi- 
nence of Chriſtian dignity? which a herown king- 
ly powerexecutethdominionover fithig , over death, 
life, fine, &c. and which'ichrough hi lyglory isable 
to worke all things inthe ſight of God RE Goddoth 
bring to paſſe the thin 2; for- the. which he doth pray and 
wiſh, as it is written, / clhall ork thewil of + 9h. that 
feare. how and Da: bare the, ALS thens,' > 6 [pall ſave 6 
chem. Tothis glory farely1s no- poſlible accelle by work- 
ing, or—_y ph nd belicte,. -- PM: 
By the-premiſſes may every. man. eaſily perceive , by 71. jw, 
what meznes.a -- y Rn 4s free from-all, and Lord re er , 
over all _ that proone Juan Lav be ſhall nor 


8. bp 
+» 


loſe his faich 


_ FR { 42 _ anda ate: Chriſtian, 


Peer ih, coed in that Fable of Eſap, where the Dogge 
flake the water; and carrying fleſh in his mouth, 


a wich the ROY of the Jame ii FRIITeD he 


836 —=ATreatiſeef Chriſtian Liberty. 
the water, whiles por iiepes month; heſnatcheth» 
after the ſhadow, he both loſeth. the: true fleſh, and the. 
Here you will aske of me, If all be Priefts that be in 
Chriſts Church -by: whart citle then, may they (whom we 
cill commonly Priefts now) be difcerned from Lay-men?' 
I do anfwer::There is a great injury committed: againſt. 
thefe words, to wit, Prieft, Clarke, Spirituall, Eccleſiaſti- 
call, whiles they be tranſlated from all the reſt of the Chris 
ſtians, and be abridged: ro theſe few, which throughtevill 
cultome are tearmed Church men: For holy Scripturedoth 
make .no difterence betwixr them, ſaving that it entituleth 
them by the names of Miniſters, Servants ,. and Stewards, 
which do now vaunt themſelves tobe Popes, Biſhops,and 
Lords, which ought to-miniſter to others-in preaching the 
word, to teach the faith of Chriſt and Chriſtian liberty: 
For albeit this be true, that we be all Prieſts indifferently, 
yet can we notall, nor yet ought weall miniſterand teach 
publickly, thongh we were all able 'to:do fo ; For ſo.doth 
Pautreaeh'in his'firſt to the Corinchs,the 4.Chap: Let men 
ſo eftteme of ua; as muniſters of Chriſt, and Stewards of the- 
mfr of God; - 1 Dy 
Towhat iſue But this Stewardfhipisnow enhamced unto fo. mighty 
the minifiry Ec: a Potetate and pompe of power,/and: mito 4 certaine ter- 
pa #. ribletyranny,thatnokmgdomesof the Gentiles;':ne-yet. 
m_ any Empires of the:whole world: are not able to countet« 
vaile. the lame in ſtatclinefſe, 'Asthough lay-peoptewere 
a certaine fotnewhat” befides-,. and: no. Chriſtians: attall, 
Through which perverſenefle-#& iscome ts ple; tharche 
true knowledge of Chriſtiari grace, Chriſtian taith, -and 
Chriſtian liberty, yez of 'Chriſt himſelfe, is'come wholly 
_ to utter ruine, whiles, in the meanE' ſpace, an importable 
clogge,andintollerable bonduge of mens works,andtradis. 
tions arc crawled up tn hisplace;” and-we (according 'to 
7 eremics Lamentations) are become vaſſals ofthe imoſt wid. 
page ugg - Ie dy -do abuſe' our miſery: te 
work all mfamous filthin andſham eproaches. of - 
eheir beaſtly livemrionlaeſie.,”, amefull SETTER 


Bar - 


It may appeare, thatitis tot &1 


ficeth not to a true Chriſtian man to preach the works, preached, 


whereby heis named : whichfaich{pri 


A Treatiſe of Chriffian Libertie. 


But to returne to ourpurpoſe againe, I fappoſe that by 


life, anddodtrine of Chrift; after an hiſtoricall-manner;and 
utter the ſame, as it telling of tales , as thongh -to know 
them to be patrernes of framing: or lives,-were enoug! 
(like as they uſeto prefch which are now accounted thi 
beſt) much lefſe ifirbe utterly concealed;ard infead there» 


of mens conſtitations and traditions' be taught to fupply 
eynot a few, 


theplace. Therebe ſome now adayes, and they 
which to this purpoſe do preachmnd teach Chriſt, thar they 
may move the affetions of the peopleto bewaile the paſ- 
ſion and. rorments which Chriſt ſuffered, and to be difplea- 
fant againſt the Tews, and ſuch other childiſh and fond 


_ miarters of no great-importance. 'Bur Chriſt ought to be 


preached tothis end; that faith in him may encreaſe, that 
eh, thatthereisa Chriſt, 
but that he may be Chriſt (which is a Sxviour) anto thee 
and unta me : And that he doth worke the fame in us, 
which is mentioned of him, and is agrecableto thenatre 
| neeth, flouriſheth, 
and is preſerved by this, :f the preaching do notifie the 
cauſe wherefore Chrift came, whathe brought with him, 
what he gave; and to whatute and purpoſehe js to be em- 
braced: And this cometh to pafle, where Chriſtian liber- 
tic (which we do attaineby him) is truly ratght : and by 
what meanes all we Chriftians are Kings and Pricſtsr 
Wherein'alſo we be Lordsover all: and upon what this 
our affiance{that whatſoever we do 18 wel 


leaſing and 
acceptableto God )is grounded,as T have {aid ray 


«a 


For whoſe heart heart 


eat 2 conſolation ? to the which love he can 
any laws or works at all : what is 


neverpoſlibly attaine 


:he that can hurtſach a heart, or may apall the fame with 

feare ? If conſcience of ſinne do ruſk upon him,or horrour 

'of death amazehim, lo, irisready to truſt in the Lord, nor 

ts afraid for any fuchevill noyſe, nor ,- difgquicted , _ 
> 2 
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How Chrift 
- 64ght to by 


: ing theſe things will not melt for The fruit of true , 
' 'very 7 rar raviſhed in love of Chriſt, having re- preaching: 


AUT 


38 . A Tredtiſeof Chriſtian Liberty. 
irdodeſpiſe the enemics;for itbeleeveth that Ghrifts righ- 
teouſneſſe is become his owne: righteouſneſle, and that his 
ſinneis now'no longer his owne, bnt Ghriſts finne, Br 
it behoveth that all ſinne be {wallowed up at the very ſight 
of Chriſt, through the. faith of Chriſt,as hath beenedecla- 
Ted before, and learneno w withthe Apoſtle, - totreadup» 

- on, and triumph over ſinne and death, and to ſay, Death, 
where ts thy ſting ? Death, where # thy vitory ? the fting 
of Death us finne, but the power of ſiune is the Law, God be 
thanked, who hath given ms wiftory through Feſis our Lord, 
for death is ſwallowed up;through the conqueſt, not of 
Chriſt onely, but our owne alfo, becaaſe it cometh to paſſe 
by our faith, that the conqueſt is made ours,and that inthe 

Tz ſame we do overcome. 

"| Let this ſuffice touching the inward man, touching his 

8 freedome, and touching the' principall righteeuſnefle of 

| Faith, which neither need the laws nor works,which will 
tarne to his deſtruion that dare preſume to be juſtified 
by them. Now letus returne to theother part; to wit, the 

= HE outward man - For in this treatie anſwer {hall be made to 

3 i | > The — of all them, who being offended with the word of Faith, and 

i _ ne = with the things that have beene ſpoken of before, do reply 

| Luther, yea ve- 91 this wile againſt us, If faith do accompliſh all things, 

thir which do andif Faith be onely and alone ſufficient. unte righteouſ- 
not concerve nefſe, to what end. then are we commanded to do good 
whatfatbis geeds? we may goplay usthen, and worke no working 

atall, being furniſhed ſufficiently with faith ?. 1 doanſyyer, 

Not ſo ye ungodly, not ſo, Indeed this matter wouldeven 

ſo fare, as you ſay, if we were perfeRtly and altogether the 

inward and ſpirituall men : which we cannot. be in any 
wile, before thelaſt day atthe riſing againe of thedead. So 
long as we beclothed with this mortall leſh, we do but 
begin and proceed outward in our courſe towards: perfe 
Aion, which will be conſummated inttelife to come. And 


for this cauſe, the Apoſile ia theeight tothe Romans,doth - 
call rhis the Grſt-froms of the Coizit which wedoen joyin 
this life, thetenth and fulneſſeof which ſpirit, we ſhall re- 
ceixein thelife to come. To this belongeth that whereof 
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ATreatiſeof Chriſtian Liberty. F3% 
we ſpake before, namely, that a Chriſtian man is ſervanc 
of all, and \ubjeR to all, for in this that he is free, he work- 
eth nothing, bur in this, that he is a ſervant, he worketh all 
things, Now let us ſee how thele twe will ſtand together, 
Albeit man be ſufficiently juſtified by faith in the inward 

man ſpiritually; as | ſaid betore, enjoying all that he ought 

to have, ſaving that.he mult by daily encreafings enlarge 

this ſame faith, and riches of grace, untill he beunclothed 

of his fleſh, yet remaineth ſtiilin this mortall life,upon the 

face of the carth, wherein he muſt of very neceſſity non- 

riſh his owne body, and be converſant among men. And 

even here now. works do begin to take their entrance. From when:e 
Here we may not give our ſelves to idlenefſe. Here now 994 «ke thiir 
we muſt apply our ſelves earneſtly to- exerciſe this body 92/2 
with faſtings, watchings, labours, and other moderate 

diſciplines, to bring it in ſubje&ion to the ſpirir, that ir 

may become obedient to faith, and conforme ir ſelfe to the 

inward man, and that it rebell not , norhinder the ſpiric, 

following therein his owne naturall inclination, if it be 

not other wiſe tamed : for the inward. man being alike fa- 

ſhioned unto God, and created after the Image of God, 

through faith, is both Joyfull, and comfortable,for the love 

he hath to'Chriſt, in whom he is endued with ſo- many was waE 
ood things, whereupon in this onely doth ir occupie it yg, 
felfe, namely, to ſerve the Lord with a free love, with joy, 


. p 


and thanks... wm” f s oth 

' Now whiles it is exerciſed in this courſe, behold in her 
 owne fleſh it findeth a contrary will, which travelleth 
altogether toſervethe world, and to ſecke the things that 
are her owne, which the ſpirit of Faith cannot away with- 
all, norwabletoendure ir,and therefore with valiant cou- 
"rage attempteth toſubdue and tame this rebellious will, as 
Paul witnefleth-inthe ſeventh to the Romans, 7 am de- 
"Biobted with the Law of Godin wine inward man, but I [ze 
another Lawn my, members, rehelling ageinſt the Law of 
minde; and leading me captive into the law of ſinne. And 


© Inanother place, 1.do chaftiſe my body, and bring it into ſub- 


zeftion, leſt whiles [preach ro others, 1 my ſelfe may be ſound 
Fe Mo: 6 = 
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g4-0 A Treatiſe of Chriſtian Liberty. 
a caſtaway. And inthe fifth ro the Galathians : They that” 
are of Chriſt have crncified the fleſs, and the concepiſcences 
thereof. RY 
0fwbat minde But neither we may do theſe works in any wiſe , being 
we eughe tobe of the opinion that man may be juſtified through them'in 
n der:gg00d the fight of God. For this falſe opinien is not tolerable in 
LS 2 the eyeof Faith, which Faith is the onely righteouſnefſe 
In | before God. But in theſe works we muſt be ef the minde, 
ſo to bring the fleſh into ſubjeRion,and to eleanle the evil 
ST i" concupiſcences thereof, that it may not bend the view of 
n: the eye to any thing elſe, than to the mortifying of evill 
|: ff concupilcence and luſt : For when the ſoule' is waſhed 
i cleane through faith, and made the dearlingof Chriſt, ir 
would alfo defire that all rhings elſe, yea, and her owne 
body chiefly might be purged together withall, to the end 
all things in her:might love, and glorifie God together, 
whereby it cometh to paſſe, that man through an enfor- 
 - cing neceſlity of the fleſh, may not give himſelfe to idle- 
nefle, and for that cauſe is conſtrained to do many good 
things, tothe end he may bring his bedy into ſubjecion. 
And yettbele works are not of ſuch'power y as to be able | 
to worke mans juſtification before God. -But'man of a ve= .* 
ry pure love, doth -worke the ſame, tothe ſervice and obe- 
dience of God, beholding in them nothing'el{e than Gods - 
good will, mmto the which he would molt xwillingly ant] 
dutifully yeeld all iumble obedience in all things, 


< 


» 


* 


 H. w the body By this meanecs every Man may eafily dire himſclfe, 
ought to becba- how he ought moſt orderly (as the laying is) and moſt 
fiſed, — commodiouſlyattemper his owne body, for he ſhalltafl 
_ much, watchandlabour ſo much, as ſhall ſeeitwmoſt ee -- 
pedient, for the taming of the wantontiefle and liventiond-.. -- © 
neſle of his bedy. Bur thoſethat do vatint to be juſtified © © 
by works, do regard not the mottification. of ithe feth;, - 
and theluſts thereof, bur the works: themſelves.” 
opinion, that if they do very many; nd'vreats 
they are therebyin good caſe, andate | 


with: ſometime hurting che brains, 
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ture utterly, or at leaſt making it unprofitable. And' th 


is a wonderfull folly , and grofle ignorance of Chriftian 
life, and of Chriſtian faith, to have a willto be juſtified, and 
faved by works without faith, ' 
But tothe end ehat which we have ſaid may more eafily A notable (mi. 
be conceived, let us make demonſtration theredf by ſimi- 54 
lieudes, The worksof a Chriſtian man being juſtified and 
faved through his owne faith, bythe mecreand free mercy 
of God, ought to be of none other. value and eſtimation, 
than the works of efdamand Eve, andall their children 
ſhould have beene im Paradiſe if they had never ſinned ,. of 
whom God ſpake inthe: ſecond of Genefison this wile, 
God did place man, whom he created, into Paradiſe, that he 
eight worke and mannre the ſame, But God created 4- 
dam jait and perfe&; and without finne, fo rhathe ſhould 
not haveneed.to be juſtified and made perfeR by any his. | 
owne worke, endeavour, and ſafe keeping. Butto the end $ 
he ſhonld nor be idle, God enjoyned him this worke, to 
' manure paradife, and to keepe it, which works had becne 
truly moſt fee, wrought in. refpeft of nothing , but of 
Gods good pleaſure onely , . and not to procure righreout- 
neſſe thereby , wherewith he was fully endued already, 
_ . and whichalſo ſhould have beene joyntly in the creation. 
of us all:. ge | 
Tothe fame effe&be the works of the faithfall beteever, paub doth re- 
who throngh his owne faith being reſtored againe mto fore into Para- 
Paradife, and created apaine of nevr;, .neederhno works 4/6 :; _ 
robecome, ot made juſt thereby.. Bat becauſe he ſhould OD it 
not be idle, but hanute iis owne body, and keepe it,, he Wb 
thaſt do ſich works of freedome in reſpetof Gods good W - 
will ojely:fving thatis not yet fully created againe anew *} 


with perfetFiith and love, which behoverh robe.encrea- 
ſed dzily;. yer not by force of works , but-of their owne SS 
fAlredgth” Tile yeranotherexample. Anholy Biſhop eon--,.,,.7 
ſeeratinp a OBpels lkoppily FAnIeeas or executing yi, 
ſomeother parcel of hisfun&tion , 1s". nothimſelfe conſe- 
crateda Biſhop by force of thole exerciſes, . nay rather nn- 
leffe he had beene a conſecrated Biſhop before, . none of all 
theſe-works could have beenc to any purpoſe,but a” 
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M42 — A Tredtifeef. Chriftian Tiverty2. = 
ed rather childiſh, altogerher fooliſh and apiſh, Evenle « 

' Chriſtian man, being firſt conſecrated bythis owne taith, 
doth worke good works indeed, yet is he made thereby .. 
never a.deale the more holy, or the. mote a Chriſtian, for 
this is the worke of faith onely, yea rather, unlefle he did 
firſt beleeve, and were a Chriſtian before, all his works 
would not be worth a ſtraw, but rather very wicked, and 

_- damnableſinnes, 7 S.} 
Two notable Andfor this cauſe theſe two ſayings be true, namely, 
ſafing'« Good works do not makea good man, but a good man 
doth make the works ro be good. And evill works do ' 
not make an evill man, but an evill man, 46th make the 
works to be evill, ſo that it behoveth alyayes,that the ſub- 
_ Rtanceor perſon be good firſt, before all good works, and 
that good works follow then by order, and proceed from 
a good perſon, as Chriſt himſelfe witneflech.e An evifrree 
doth not bring good fruit, and a good tree doth not bring evill 
frat. For it is evidently knowne by experience, that the 
fruit doth not beare the tree , and that the tree doth not 
mOY in the fruit : but contrariwile, the trees do beare the 
ts, and the fruit doth grow in the trees, Therefore, as 
it1s neccflary thar the tree be firſt before the fruit, and that 
the fruit doth not make the trees good or evill : But con- 
trarily, ſuch as the tree is, ſuch is the fruit: ſo is it neceflary, 
that the perſon, or man himſelfe, be either good or bad 
firſt, before he make a good or bad worke , and that his 
works make him neither good nor bad, butthe man him- - 
ſelte maketh his owne works good or bad. | 
Anotber exam» Semblable hereunto may we ſee in all occupations.,;An 
ple. evill houſe or a good houle doth not make-an evill or. a © 
good Carpenter ; but a | gs or bad Carpenter” maketh a 
good or bad houſe. And fo generally in all kinds of manu- 
all occupations and Sciences , no. peece of-worke doth _ 
make the Artificer-good or bad, but ſuch as the Artificer 
Is, ſuch workemaketh he: even ſo fareth itin the caſe of 
| mens works, Such as the perſon is either in faith,or in un- 
beleefe, ſuch 1s his worke, if either done in faith, 2nd fo 
£000, or done in unbelecte, and ſo evil, But contrariwiſe, | 
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it is not, to wit, ſuch as the workeis, ſuchis the perſon, 

made in faith or unbeleefe : for'as works do not make a- 

man to bea belcever, ſo neither do they make a man righ- , 

tcous, But faith, asit maketh man beleeving and righte- 02 {&rh ju- 

ous, fo doth it make his works to be good. For as mach #:feth. 

_ therefore as works do not juſtifie any man, and that it be- 

hoveth man to be righteous before he worke any good 

worke: it appeareth meſt manifeſtly, that faith onely b 

the mecre mercy of God through Chriſt lJeſuin his word, 

doth make worthy, and ſufficiently juſtifie , and ſave the 

perſon : and that a Chriſtian man neederth no worke nor 

law at all, thereby to attaine (alvation ; for that through 

faith he is free from all law 7 and doth freely worke all 

things that he worketh of his owne meere good will, re- 

ſpecting therein neither profit, nor ſalvation, bur onely the 

good will of God, for as much as he is now already full 

repleniſhed, and made ſafe by the grace of God through 

his owne faith, pe Ks 
Even ſo no good worke availcth to'righteouſnefſe and _, | 

ſalvation tothe unbeleeving perſon, On theother (ide, no kh - —_ 

evill worke maketh bim evill or damnable,. but his owne Wa, evil 

unbeleefe, which both maketh the tree evill, and withall, by wok. 

maketh the works evill and damnable;zwherenpon in this, | 

that any perſon is made good or bad, hedoth not receive 

this being good or bad by works, butthishis good or evill 

taketh beginning from the root of faith or unbeleefe, as 

the wiſe man recordeth, 7he beginning of inne is to fall 

from God: which is ineffeR, to beundeleeving. And Pax! 

inthe 1 1. to the Hebrews, /t behooveth him that cometh 

z0 God, to beleeve. The ſame alſo ſpeaketh Chriſt , Either 

make the tree good, and the fruit thereof good, or make the 

tree evill, and the fruit thereef evill, As if he might ſay, 

Who ſo will make good fruits, muſt begin atthe tree firſt, 

and plant upon a good ftock, fo who.ſo will make good 

works, mult begin, not at the working, but at the belee- 

ving, which beliefe doth make the perion good , for no- 

thing maketh the perſon good, but faith ; nor any thing 

maketh him evill, but unbeleefe. _—_ this is true, gre ET. 


'm bs do make 
a man good, 61s 
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by works man is made good or evill in.the jadgementiof 
men, but this is as much ineffeR, as to do it tounderſtand, 
and let it be knewne who be good,or who beevill, where- 
of Chriſt ſpeaketh in the ſeventh of Afatthew : Tow ſhall 
huow them by their fruits, But this knowledge conlilteth 
onely in ſhew, and outward appearance, and ſemblance, . 
wherein many aredeceived that pre;umeto teachand pre- 


ſcribe, whereby men may be juſtified-tn the meane time, 


making not onceſo much mention of Faith at all, masking 
ſill in their owne miſmaze, alwaye deceived, and decet- 


[The originall ef ying others, going forward from worſe unto worſe,blinde 


Ome mens @r - 
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guides of the blinde, wearying themfelves with a maltt- 
rude of works, and yet never attaining to true righteouf- 


_ n«fle, of whom Pas/ writeth in the firft to T:morby, the 


Pules 10 under: 
fland the do- 


(rmt3 of meny. 


_ and ſvevenby 


third Chapter 3 Having indeed an utter foew of halmeſſe, 
but denying the power thereof, alwayes learning, but never 
attaining tothe knowledge of the truth. Therefore behoo- 
reth him that will not wander out of the way, with theſe. 
blinde guides, to enter intoa deeper conſtderation, . than. 
the utter ſhew of works, of laws, and dodrinesof works, 
but muſt rather. with a quite contrary aſpet-pry into the 
perfon, and note-diligemtly the reaſon, whereby man is ju- 
ſtifed : and here ſhall he finde, that man is juſtified and ſa- 
ved, not by werks, nor by the Law , but by the Word of 
God, that 1s to-ſay, by the promiſe of his grace, and: by 
faith, that (ſo the glory thereot-may redound tothe majelty 
of God, Who hath {awed aw. that beleeve, uot by the works of 
righteouſueſſe which we bave done,hut according to hws owne 
mercy, through the word of his owne grace. FOES ot? 
W hereby it remaineth caſieto be knownein what re- 
{pet good works are tobe rejefted or embraced, and in 
what ſenſe all the dotrines akmen touching works ought. 
to be underſtood : for if works be compared to righteouſ- 
neſle, and be practiſed by a perverſe: Leviathan,and of that 
falſe perfwaſion, to preſlumeupon the obtaming true juſti- 
fication thereby, they do now enforce a neceſſity unavoid- 
adle, and do utterly extinguiſh liberty and faith withall:. 
this meanes are row no more good, but: 
|  meerly. 
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meerely damnable, for they benot now free, burblaſphe- 
mous to the grace of God, whoſe onely property is 
through faith to juſtifie and ſave, whichthings works do 
afte& to bring to paſle, not of any their ability , but by a 
wicked fook-hardineſle onely,iflaing from our own gr 
zgnorance: by reaſon whereof they do viokady ca 
intrude into the office of grace, and the glory thereof. For 
this cauſe therefore we da not reſet good works, batra- 71, reaſut of 
ther do moſt heartily embraceand teach them: Neither do Luthers 0: 
we condeimne them in reſpedt of themſelves, but in reſpeRt frme. 
of the wicked addition given unts them,and perverſe opi- 
nion canceived of them, m the attaining of righteouinefler ( 
whereby itcometh to paſſe, that they appeare good onely 
im ſhew, being not good indeed, and in truth, thereby be- 
_ ing themſelvesdeceived, and deceiving others allo , as ra- 
vening wolvesclothed-in ſheeps skinnes. | Mn 17 
And this Leviathan and perverſe opinion in works can- The whe of 
not poſlibly bereclaimed, where purefaith wanterh, yor is £ev44han. 
removeable from theſe holy work-men before that Faith 
the yanguiſher thereof comein place:and beare dominion 
mthetheare, Nature is not of ic ſelfe forciblee to 
expellit, no notiſo much as to:take notice thereof , but 
eſteemethiitin place of a moſt holy wills whereas if cu- 
ſtome prevaile, and takedeep rooting in this perverſeneſie 
of nature (as 'is already brought to paſſe through wicked 
teachers) it 15 an.incurable di leadethaftrayinnu- 
merable people into deſtruction unrecoverable. And 
therefore albeit itbe a commendable thing to. and 
write gforionfly of repentance, confeſſion, and fatisfati- 
on, yet if they ſurceaſchere, and proceed no further, even 
to the inſtructing of faith :ſach doctrine doubtleſſe is de- 
ceiveableand divelliſh : For even fo Chriſt with his belo- 
ved Fohxdid not onelyſay , Repent ye of your fonnes : But | 
added alſo the word of faith, For, the kingdome of heaven i | 


At hand, | ; vis | 5 
each- Preachers muſ | | 


' For the one part of Gods word ought not to bepr | 
ed alone;but both together muſt be taught - both new and exbert ro faib, 


old muſt be delivered out of this treaſury,as well the _ 
; F 2 gn. 


 WNCETLY, 


4 b A Treatiſe of Chriſtian Liberty, 
of the Law, as the word of Grace. The voyce of the Layy . 
muſt be uttered, that the people may be terrified, and fra» 
med to know their ſinnes, and thereby be turned to re- 
pentance, and amendment of their former lite, But here 
forthwith muſt not ſtay be made: for this were onely to 
wound, and not miniſter playſter : to lance, and not ro 
' heale : to kill,and not to quicken : toleadeunto hell gates, 
and not todeliver from thence : to throw downe altoge« 
ther, and not raiſe up, Wherefore the word of grace alſo, 
and the word of promiſed forgivenefle , oughr likewile ta 
be preached, ro inſtru and raiſe up the faith, without the 
which in vaineis the doatrine of the Law ,. of contrition, 
of repentance, and of all other things alſo practiſed and 
preached, : , | 
' Fr3 whence re- Indeed there remaine as yet certaine preachers of Re- 
pencance orfaich Pentance and Grace, but they do not diſcloſe the Law,and 
do proceed thepromiſes of God,in that lively fpirit and force as others 
capacities may attaine to the true fountaines and ſpring- 
headof Repentanceand Grace. For Repentance proceed- 
eth from out the Law of God, but Faith or Grace doth 
. fluefrom-Gods promiſe. As the Apoſtle witnefſeth in the 
tenth-to the Romans, Faith comerh by hearing , butt hea- 
ring cometh of the word of Chriſt : Wherefore 1t cometh to 
paſle , that man receiveth conſolation, and is raiſed u 
through Faith of Gods promiſes, who otherwiſe through 
the threatnings and terrours of Gods Law,is bronght low, 
and throwne downe into the knowledge of himſelfe. 
Whereef the Plalmiſt in the 29, Plalme : Mourning foall 
dwell untill the evening , and. zoyfulneſſe nntill the mor 
/ "mg, | | ; 
Let this ſuffice to have beene ſpoken of works in genes: 
rall, and of thoſe works alſo which a Chriſtian man doth 
exerciſe towards his owne body. Laſtly, we will ſpeake 
of thofe works which the Chriſtian deth employ totheuſe 
of his neighbour. For mandoth not live unto himſelfe one= 
ly in this mortall body, to worke in the ſame; bur to all 
% ... . mengenerally upon the earth, Nay rather man liveth one- 
SS  wother men, andnottohimlclie: For to this end: doth 


he 
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4 Treatiſe of Chriſtian Liberty, © " aff 
he keepe his body in ſubjeRion,thathe'mayrhereby more 
fincerely and freely ſerve ta:the neceſſities of others.” As 
witneſſeth Pax inthe 1:4. to the Romans, Ne man liverh 
to himsſclfe, and no man dyeth to himſelfe. For he that li- 
verth, liveth unto God: and he that dyeth, dyeth nnto God, It 
is not poſſible therefore,that in this life min'ſhould-be idle 
and unfruitfullrowards his neighbours, For of very ne- 
ceſſity he muſt talke, worke, and be converſant amoneft _ 
men. Even as Chriſt maat to our likeneſſe in properties ,was 
found to be 45 man, and converſant amongſt men : 28 Baruch. 
teltihethinhis 3, Chapter. eb dh 
And yethe needeth none of all theſe to-procure righte- 4 Clriftian 
ouſneſſe and ſalvation, And therefore in all his works be- **# app!y 6im- 
hoveth him to be ſoframed in minde, and to dire& his {7 91 =en. | 
whole affeftion onely to miniſter to the neceſſities of 0- 
thers, to ſeeke the commodity of others , in all his deeds, 
having regard to nothing elſe, than to the behoofe and 
profit of his neighbour, For even fo the Apoltle com- 
mandeth us to worke with our hands, that we may have 
wherewith: to releeve the- neceſſity of our brethrenzs 
whereas otherwiſe he mighthaveſaid,to have wherewith 7, ,v1,; 14 
to cheriſh our owne bodies : butlethim give (faith he) to te body muſt be 
bim thar is'in need : For the property of true Chriſtianity cbwiſb.d. 
is, to regard the ſtate of his owne body, tothis end, that | 
through health and well preſerving the ſame ,. he may be 
able tolabour to-gaine riches, and'to employ them to the 
releefe of the needy. Thatſo theſtrong member may help 
the weake member, and that we may be the ſonnes of 
God, carefull, and travelling each for other, bearmg one 
anothers burthen, and by this meanes ful filling the law of 
Chriſt. Behold here the true Chriſtian life, this r3 the na- 
curall lively faich, effecuall through love : that is to ſay, 74, ,,1, chrie 
when it breaketh forth into the worke of moſt free ſervice, /;an faith. 
with joy and love, wherein he doth freely and of his 
owne accord, miniſter to others, reknowledging it ſelte 
fully ſatisfied with the abundance and riches of his owne 
fath. | 
- Aﬀter the ſame manner when Pu! had made cvident: 
| | F 3 ro | 
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to the Philippians, how. rich they were made through the 
faith of Chriſt, imthe which they had recaved plenteonſ- 
neſle of all things, he givethunto chem another leflon, and 
ſairh, If you nave received any conſolation of Chrift, &f any 
comfort. of love, if any fellowſrip of the. haly Ghoſt, fulfill 
the my joy, that ye may be all of one minde, and be endued 
all wy 64 like love, being alike minded, and thinking all 
one thing, eftceming nothing of your ſelves through contew- 
tiow or vaine glory, but ſtriving to excell each other in hu- 
mility,every one regarding not the things of bus owne., but 
the neceſſities of others, Lohere by thisrule of the Apoſtle, 
we lſce plainly thelife of true Chriſtians to confift in this, 

. that all their works be direted ro the commedity of 0- 
thers, for as much as every perſon doth fo much abound 
through his owne faith, that all other works, and all bs 

 wholelife, doth overflow unto him, wherewith he may 
be able to miniſter unto,and profit our neighbour,of a tree, 

'"S and voluntary good will, and benevolence. 

F - rte depaves Andto this he exciteth ugts them Chriſt for an 

| of the Ape(t es example, ſaying, Let the ſame mwnde be in gor,; which was 1 

aochine, Chrit feſu, who when he was in the. ſhape of Gad, 

thought it no robberyto be equall with God. Newverthe- 
lefſe he made himſelfe of no reputation, taking aipen bim the 
ſoape of a ſervant, and became lthe unto men, and was found 
in apparrell as 4 man, he humbled himſelfe, and was made 0- 
beatent even unto the death, For this moſt wholſome word 
of the Apoſtle have they hidden in darknefſe from us,which 
were altogether ignorant in the ſpeeches of the Apoſtle, 
namely, The ſhape of God, the ſhape of ſervant, apparrell, 
200 axa the likeneſſe of men, and did apply the. ſame prepoſte« 
rouſly, to the natures of divinity, and humanity : whereas 
. Pars meaning was, that whereas Chriſt was fully beauti- 
fied with the ſhape of God, and abundamly flowing with 
the ſtore of all good things , ſo that he needed nor any 
forhe nor any paſſion to make bim righteotis and faved 
r 


or he did abſolutely poſleſſeall thoſe things , even. from 
he firſt beginning of himſelfe) yet was he not puftup in 
h pride with thefe,nor was lift up above us,nor didchalienge 


>» of 


A Treatiſe of Chriſtian Jiberty. 249 © 
to himſcie acertaine paler ovet us,albeit he mightia his 
owne right have-claimed the ſame : But comtrariwiſe, did 
ſo behave himfelfe in labour, in works, inſuffering, and in | 
doing,thar he. might be like unto other men, bothin appar- - 
rell and countenance, none otherwite, thanias: man; even 
as if he:had-necdet altthele, and had poſlefied: no parcell of 
the ſhapeof God: all which nevertheteſlc he undertooke 
for our fakes, tothe end he might minifteruntoourncceſ- 
ſities, and that all things mightbe made onrs, which he 
ſhould bring to R_ cofa ſervant. |: __. © | 

Even ſo a Chriftian man being 'fall and abounding , Chriſta 
through his faith likeunto Chrift his head, oughr to be ,,g14 con: 
contented with this ſhape of God obtained through faith forme bim/elſe 
(ſaving that he ought to:encreaſe:the ſame Faith., as I faid 'o Chrif, 
before, natill icbe made perfect) for thisis the life of man, 
his Tighteoufneſſe, and falvarion , both ſaving the-perfon, 
making him acceptable, and farniſhinghim wick altchin 
whatſoever Chriftdoth poſſefle, as before tone! 
which alſo Paz! in the 1. to the Galath. doth confirme, 
faying: Bat in ths that Thiwwtinihe fleſh, liven the faith 
of the ſonne of God, 2 of. 09 io Prigrnemrunto HBniitiagcts 

Andalthough hebe onthis wile freefromall works, yer 
in thisfreedome ought he:heverthelefle to! make! himſcife 
of no repnration; and:put en;the ſhape ofa iſervant;; and to 
become likeurico! men; tobefqund in dppacteibasa man, 
and ro-minifter; and:to helpe; andbyra}l meanespoſlible to 
worke his neighbours commodity , even after the ſelfe 
ſame manner ashe feeleth, thar God harth/done, and daily 
doth for him through-Chriſt, and this alfohe.muft do gr- 

:5 without all reſpeR, ſaving in-.reſpet of Gods good 
acrmnghs and even-ateerthis manncr moſt he thinke unfai- 
nedly,. bog ener: To ol on MER IH CPS 
Behold my good 'Gad hath given unto me molt anwWOor- 4, confidence 
thy and damned cairife, beyond all-deſert,of his meere and ,f. Chriſtian. 
free merey, in Chriſt Teſtu, all the treafures of righreouf. mas. 
nefle and falvation, fo that henceforth I'ſhall norſtand in 
want of any thing ar all, bur of Faith, which may firmely 
beleeve.in Chriſt : Wherefore to this fo loving a _— 
who 


2 
go A Treatiſcof Chriſtian Liberty, 
who hath overwhelmed me with theſe hivineftimable ri- 
ches, why ſhould not I frankly, joyfullyzwithialf my heare, 
and with all my moſt loving and willing foule;,! yeeld all 
ſervice whatſoever 1 doknow to be well pleaſing , and is 
acceptable in his eyes. 227 EM SITION Dt & 17 1 


Wherefore 1 will give my ſelfe wholly acertain Chriſt 
unto my neighbour, even as Chriſt gave himſelfeunto me, 
and will du nothing in this tranſitory life, but that which 

T ſhall perceive to be neceſſary, commodious, and profita- , 
blefor my neighbour , in as much, as I am ſufficiently e- 
nough enriched with all good things in Chriſt through 
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Fait . | 
| "FORE Lo here outof Faith loweth Loye, and rejoycing in 
Stag ad the Lord, and out of Love floweth likewiſe a cheerful], li- 


Behold gentle berall, and free heart ro miniſter to the neceſfity. of thy 
Reader bow neighbour, frankly of thy owne accord , ſo that here now 
his wit : —h no conſideration had of gratitude, or ingratitude, of 
Pnt« praiſeor diſpraiſe, of vantage or of lofle : For neither doth 
he apply herennro to winne the favour of men,nor maketh 
any difference betwixtfriends.or foes, nor reſpeeth the 
thankfull or unthankfull, but moſt franklyand with moft 
_ gladſomechearedorh yeeld himſelfe wholly, and all that 
he poſlefſeth without regard whether he loſe the ſame in 
the unthankfull, or employ it-on:the deſerving :. For even 
ſo-his father doth;difpaſing all chings'to all abundantly,and 
moſt freely, makinghis Sunne to ſhine upon the good, and 
the wicked. In like manner, the fonne doth worke and 
{ufter nothing bur of a free and chearfull/joy, wherewith 
through Chrilt he is delighted in God the giver of ſo great 
and nano freaſures;' foo) hh ifs 551) 7 
| Youlee therefore, if we acknowledge all thoſe things 
. - L_ 02 , which are given unto us, of greateſt og bike price hs 
things are ven © £57 faith) that forthwith love is powred abroad in our 
b17gs are gu 5 
Ws, | hearts, by the holy Ghoſt, whereby:we aretree, cheartull, 
omnipotent,doers, workers, and conquerours of all tribu- 
lation, fervanes of 'our neighbours, yer Lords of all: things 
notwithſtanding. Butſuch as donot know the gifts given 
unto them through Chriſt,to them Chriſt is borne in vainc: 
ſach 
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* ATi reatiſe of Chriſtie Liberty. 83 
ſuch wander:inthe way of works, and ſhall never atcaine 
tothe taſte and feeling of thoſe things. T herefore as our 
neighbonr1s preſled do wne with :neceſlitie,* and wanreth 
of our ſtore and-abundance,evenſo were we over whelm- 
ed with neceſſity in-the fight of God,and needed altoge-_ 
ther h1;-mercy, Wherefore as our heavenly Father did {uc- 
cour us'in'Chrift lefu freely, even ſo onght wehelpe our 
neighbour freely by our body, and by our: worksgand eve- 
ry-o us inuſt be made a certaine'Chriſt each to other, that 
we may be made debtors of Chriſt,and that Chriſt maybe 
one and the fame in all, that is to ſay, that we may betrue 
Chriſtians,” 4: $7,319 26 OÞD8- M6 
Whois abletherefore to comprehend the riches and ,, ,,, PA 
glory of a Chriſtian lite, which is able to do all things, poſ- Crit Ks lite. 
(eflethall things, and needethnothing , an Emprefle and 
Conquerefle of finne, death, and hell, and withall an hand- 
maid nevertheleſſe, ſerviceable and profitable: to- all ? bur 
the more is the pity. This Chriſtian juſtifications, at this 
day, altogether unknowne inthe whole world, neither 1s 
it preached, nor procured, in ſo much, 'that we are our 
ſelvesignorant of our name, and for: what' cauſe we: be 
deamedaadcalivd Chriſtians, True it is, we have received I: wt rep: 
our denomination of Chriſt, not being abſentfrom us, bur #2 9 72ne1 
dwelling within us, That is to fay, whiles we beleeve in FO 
him; and be joyntly and mutnallyacertaineGhriſt each to 
other;applying our ſelves to ournecighbours, even as Chriſt 
hath given himſelfe to us. | ' | TT LY * 
But in theſe our dayes weare taught by mens dodrines: 
to ſecke after noughrtelſe but deſervings, and merits, and 
the things which are our owne ,//and have made of Chriſt 
nought elſe, buta ſharpe Law-maker, much more auſtere 
than Moſes was. 3 £- Nee 
Semblably, the bleſſed Virgin Mar J did exhibite' her The boly Ms: it 
ſelfe a ſingular preſident of the Faith above all others, ,jer of cb-4f'- . ||} 
 whiles afterthe manner of all other women {he was pu- «» example of | 
rified according to 4fo/es Law (as it is lerdowne in the faith. 
2, of Luke) whereas being notwithſtanding not bound 


toany ſach Law, nor needed to be purified ia any fact 
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7 $4- ATrediſe of Chriſtian Liberty. . 
wiſe, yet ſhe yeelded her fclfe to. the Law. of. her owne 
accord, and of a free love unto the Law, being madelike 
unto other women, leſt ſhe might {eeme to offend or de+ 
ſpiſe chem. She was not therefore made righteous for that 
_— worke,but being righteous befotegſhe did thisdeed freely, 
and without coaRtion, Inlike manner oughtour works to 
be putinure, notto theend to be juſtified by then, for as 
much as being juſtified firſt by Faith, jt behoveth us to 


workeall things freely, and cheerfully for our neighbours- 
ſake. 


Paul Joth teach © Solfo Par did circumciſe his ſcholar Timothy; not be- 
W145. cauſe Timothy needed to be circumciſed unto righteouſ- 


neſſe : but leſt he might offend or defpile the. Iews that 
were weake in: Faith, and which as yet werenot capable. 
of the freedome cf Faith. But contrariwile, whenas the. 
Iews did-urgea neceſlitie to be circumciſed to righteoul- 
- neſfe, {erting at naught the freedome of Faich,he did with- 
ſtand them, and would notpermit Titaw to be.circumci- 
ſed, Galath. 3. for as he would not willingly off-nd or con-- 
temne the imbeci]litie or weakneſle of others in the Faith, 
applying himſelfe to their capacity for a time : ſo.likewilc, . 
would he not giveplace to the will of ſtiffe-necked Inſti-- 
ciaries, when the liberty of Faith was like to ſuffer res- - 
proach, or be deſpiſed, keeping the midway, bearing with 
the weakefor a ſeaſon, and alwayes ſetting himlelfe againſt 
the indurzte, to the end hemight converrt all in generali- 
tie to embrace the liberty of Faith. With like afteRion - 
maſt our works be einployed, that we tolerate the weak- 

1 lings infaith,as the Apoſtle teacheth in the 14.to the Kew. 
F \ bur that with courage. we refiſt the inflexible urgers of - 
_— of the which we. will treate more at large here- 

> after. | 

Likewiſe Chriſt inthe 19.0f Aatthew, when tribute. 
* was demandcd of his Diſciples,asked the queſtion of Saint- 
ne 9 oe Peter, whether the children of the kingdome were exempt . 
| from paying Tribute, and Peter afhrming that they were, . 

did command him notwithſtanding togo to the Seca, ſpea-. 

king theſe words, Left we give them cauſe of offence, go, 
and. 


A Treatiſe of Chrifian Liberties, S35- 
aud the Fiſo that firiÞ cometh 18 thy hands 1aky, and 13enin, 
| bu mouth, thew ſhalt finds a great, take the ſame, and ny, 
fer thee and me, / 
This example 18 very coach available for our purpoſe, In 
the which, Chriſt dotheall himſelfe and his dilciples free, 
and Kings ſonnes, which Rand in need of nothing, and yet 
- ot bis owne accard ſ{ubmitteth himſelfe, and payeth tri- 
bare. | | 
Therefore,by how much this worke of Chriſt was ne- * 
 ceffary to Chriſt, and prefatable ynto righteouſneſſe and 
 falvation,' evenſa much are a!t the warks of his ele& and. 
faithfull available to rightteouſneſſc, whereas they be all fol- 
lowing after rightequſneſle, and freely performed onely ta 
[the neceſſity and example atorhers... 

Of the ſame condition arethe warks preſcribed by Pal 7,1, joy 
in the 13. Chap. te the Romans, and in the 3. to Timoth, Luther all pee 
T hat men ſhould be ſubjett tothe bigher powers, and prepa- Religiae, end 
redro all good works : not becaiſe they ſhould be juſtihed 4" _ to be 
thereby, whereas they Pann, urs already through faich, '** 407: 
but that by theſe they might both be fubje to ochers, and 
to the higher powers,and ef a freeloye yeeld hambly obe- 
dience te their will in the freedome of the ſpiric, 

Of this ſame ſort ought the works of all Colledges, 
Monafteries, and Prieſts have beenecmployed, that every 
of them might have performed the works of ti eir profel- 
ſion and eſtate to this end, that by theſe, every of them 
_—— pr Ig Wer 9d —_— ET P | 

| have hemiiverall need to chaſtile their owne bodies. 
Then alſo, thatt ight expreſle humble obedience to 
others, aj vieochemhneeto thei commandment , of a 
free love, having nevertheleſſea ſpeciall regard alwayes to 
this onely, ro wit, that through vaine con none of 
them preſume to be juſtified, to merit, ny to beſaved b 
them, which thing is the proper and peciuliar office of fait 
onely, as [ have often ſaid before, 3 67 8 SC. 
Therefore, who ſo werefurniſhed with | 


this dodrine, 77 brow: 
might eafily without danger wade os theſe infinits iimpo- "Sg _ 
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t bus minded; that by meanes of theſe exerciles [our ſinges 
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tions and traditions of the Pope,'of Biſhops, of Monke> 
ries, of Churches, of Princes, and Magiſtrates , the which 
ſometooliſh Paſtors do ſo obtrude upon us,asthoughthey 


were of an unavoidable neceſlitie tobe performed,for the 


vbt:ining of righteouſneſle and falvation\' calliftig:them 
commonly the injun&ions of the Church, being indeed 
nothing leſle. For a Chriſtian man may debate with hims+ 


felfe on this wiſe, I will faſt, I will pray, | will apply-my 


{elfe to all whatſoever is commanded by men,not becauſe 
I necd to do.any of theſe, to procure righteouſneſle or fal- 
vation by them : but becanſe I will exprefle mine obedi- 
ence herein to the Pope, to the Biſhops, tothe Potentate, 
and to (the Magiſtrate, or to' my-neighbour for example 
{ake, for this cauſe T will do and ſuffer al]: things!; even as 
Chriſt did worke and ſuffer many great things tor my ſake, 
whereof he needed not to do any one}, being made for 
my fake {ubje& unto the Law, when as indeed he was not 
under the Law. Andalthough theſe things be: exatedof 


 methrough the tyrannousforce,and-injurious tyranny of 
the Magiſtrates, yet ſhall they be no;prezndice to:me,' {0 


long as they be not againſt the glory of Gad; © -if! | 1 

The premiſles conſidered, it isan;eafiermatter: for:any 
man-to Jadge 'certainly : berwixe che difference: of 2 all 
works,andall Paws, and know-'skiltully.who- be blinde; 
and witleflt Preachers; and who be'true:and faithful Pa- 
ſtors. For whatloever worke bhenot directed:to this.onely 
marke;.-namely, tobe employe&tothe rhaſtiſementvfthe 


, : 


| body, ort the dutifultconGderationfthe neighbour (fo 
that 1t enforce not 'any thin gdiretlyagain t'Godsiglory) 


furely that-workeis'neither good nor Chriſtianlike. ; And 
thiv 18 the cauſe, that I feare me much; very few Coledges 
at 21}, any Monaſterics, Altars, or: any Eccleliaſticallexcr- 
ci{es at this 'day, be nor truly Chriſti, and>thbabalſaids 
well thoſe proper and peculiar faſtings;as'the:perty pray- 


ers rocetrathe Saints benot Chriſtian, Lfeare'm&empch (I 
_ fay) rhar in all theſe things regard:1S:had» ob mobtght elle, 


bur that-which appertainertr20:our-delves', wyhiltswebe 


are 


i 
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arecleanſed; and falvationobtained thereby, and ſo'Chri- 
ſtian liberty is overthrowne, the cauſe whereof proceed- 
eth from blinde ignorance of the true Chriſtian Faith , full 
ofallfreedome, Which'groſle ignorance and ſuppreſſion 
of liberty,: very many blinde and buffardly Paſtors do-car- 
neltly maintaine,;,whileſt they:ds greedily perſwade; and 
urge the people to ſuchexerciſes;' advancing them-above 
Moone-and ftarres., and glorifying them with their par- 
dons; burof faith neveturreringſo muchas 6HE word: Bit 
I'would with'thee-to be well adviſed,  'that"if thou have 
willat anytime to pray, to faſt, or-to found” Chimehes fas 
they.tearmeiit)To'beware thon do notthis- tothe end to God advice. 
T procure to thy ſelfe any temporall or everlaſting comms- 
dity therewith s forin ſo doin Fgmin non lame Onely faith muſt 
to thy faith; which onely Yoth: miniſter! all -rhings unto be attended un. 
thee, and therefore my onely be attended into, that it '- 
may beencreaſed, whether it be occupied'in'works, or ex- 
srciſed with afflitions = bur Un NE 'hope of 
requitall; whatſoever thon giveſt/tharothers may*be re- 
lieved, andgrow:in well:doing through thee,and thy libe- 
rality, for this is the way'to make thee a good and a true 
Chriſtian-man;* For:what ſhall availe thee,thy poods; and 
thy-works;whereof thon arrendued with #ſarplus, 'over 
and.befidesthoſe which do ſerve tothe neeefhry chaſtiſe- | 
ment ofthe body? whenas thou art ſufficiently*enriched 
for-rhy.neceſfities,' through thy faith, in the which God 
hath endued thee withall plentifull ſtore. 2 
ehold; by chis:rute ir:behoverti us ro powre ont! each 
upon other; and+to make: Common!” each: unto/ other the 
goods. which we have receivediof God, and that every 
man cdath himlſelfe with bis neighbours eſtate; and ſ&'ap- 
ply binafelfe-to his neighbours neceſſities ,- eveh'as if we 
werein thelike neceflity'our-felves': 0M; of Ehriſts'ſtore-" | nice 
houſe theyavenflowed . andfrom hitvflowdally unto us, jp we. 
whbe:hath:ſe raken our neceffities vpor- hitnſelfe, and fo 
performed lf things :for our ſakes,'28 ifdiinlelfe had beene 
the ſamethat webe.: 'They A” from"us', _ 
3 them 


s 


| are 
Þ , 


-=R&50 4 Treetiſeef Chriſten Liberty, 
them who ſtand in need of them, info much, that I am 
bound to powreout before God aol 99: and my righte. 

ouſneſle, to cover and entreat for the inner of my neigh- 

bonr, the burthen- of - whoſe ſinnes I maſt in mine owne 

, perſonſuſtaine, and f trayell and be atfiifted in them, as 

4f they were mine owne finnes; far on this wite was Chriſt 

_ afflited forourſakes, for this 1s the very true love, this is 

therule of a pure Chrilizan love, which is in them very na- 
rurall and pure indeed, in whom dwelletha pure and fin- 
cere Faith indeed, whereupon, the Apoſtle in the 1. to rhe 
Corinthians, the thirteenth Chapter, doth give this fingu- 
lar prerogative to love, That 5t ſcehetb not the things that 

* AA ciifim And'therefore we docondude, that a Chriſtian man 

 madebive doth notlivein himſelf, butin Chrift,andin bis neighbour, 

i= binſefe, and or that to. bea Chriſtian man,is todwell in Chriſt by faith, 
in bu neg%%7- 2nd inhis neighbour by love. 0. © 
Againe,a Chriſtiap:'man is raiſed up. above himſelfe to 

Godward by Faith, and is thrawne downe beneath him- 

(elfe, toward bu neigabour by love , dwelling alwaycs ne- 

vertheleſle in Gad, and-intheloveof God, according to 

the ſaying of Chriſt in the firft ofTobn, Perity, verily, I ſay 

#nt0.y08, from beneeferth you hat ſee the heauens opened, 

and the «Angels of Ged aſcending avd deſcending wpox the 

Sonne of man. And thus farre ſuthciently concerning Chri- 

ſtian liberty, which is (as you ſee) ſpiritpall, and true, ma- 

king our hearts freefram all ſinnes, from all laws, and 
commandments (28 P«w/witnefleth in his firſt Epiftle to 

Timothy, thefirſt Chapter, The Low was not made fer the 

Juſt max) which liberty doth as farre ſurmount all other 
outwardand externall liberties in excellency , as the Hea- 

vens doe ſurpaſic the Earth , which Chrift | 


grant us t0 Une 
derſtand, and enjoy toour camiort; "Amen. ' | &: 
In fine, to ſarisfie thoſe perſons, who-can never heare a- 


ny thing be it never ſo well ſpoken , bur that they will de- 
praveit by evill conceiving, ſomewhat muſt be annexed, if 


rthatat the leaſt they bee able to conceive the fame, There 
be 


07s ot, 
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Chriſtian 
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cauſe to be deemed Chriſtians , becanſe they do not falt 
in thedayes appointed for faſting, or becauſe they eate 
fleſh, whileſt others do abſtaine from fleſh, or becauſe 
they do not frequent Mafles, and Mattens, or other uſuall 
Service in the Church, diſdainefully ſcorning and icof- 
fing ae: of men, _ ſetting at 
all other things appertaining to Chriſtian Religion, 
gainlt whom, there 13 attother ſort that do with 2200 and Againſt the con- 
nayle bend their force, which contrariwile, doe endevour fence in 

to atraine ſalvation, by the only obſervation and reverence 744 

of Ceremonies, as though they ſhould for this cauſe bee fa» = 

ved, becauſe they fafton the faſting dayetor abſtainefrom . 

fleſh, or inure themſelves to certaine prayers, exceſſively 
— _ traditions of the _ ara the Fathers, 
yet otherwiſe not efteeming the things that are proper 
and peculiar to our: Cites Faith, worth a ruſh F both 
which forts of people are (utely altogether much blame- 
worthy, Gann ah as paſſing over anatters of- great im- 
portance , and eareleſly neglefting the things neceſlarily 
belonging to falvation , they turmoyle themlelves info 
great outrage abont thole trifling-toyes, being altogether 
unneceflary and unprofitable. 

_ _- How: much more ſoundly doth Pax! teach to keepe- 
the midde way, condemning both thoſe by-parhs, laying, 
He that eateth, let him not de iſe him that eateth not : and- 

_ hethatemteth not, let him not judge him that eateth. Here 

© you ſee, that ſuch as donegleR , and condemne the cere- 
monies, not of devotion, ut of meere contempt , be ac- 
counted blame-wotthy , whereas the Apoſtle teacher - 
them not to defpiſe, fot knowledge doth ET 
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' and tobe pufc up. Againe, he exhorterh the obſtinate;thar 
they jadgenot others, for neirher of them''doth' obſerve - 
charity; edifying one another , wherefore in this perplexi- 
ty, counſell muſt be ſought out of Scripture , which.doth 
teach us, not to decline on the right, nor on the left hand, 
but to enſue the right judgements of the Lord, quiekninj 
the hearts: for asno man1s righteous, becauſe he hattible 
himſelfe; and is addi&ed to works , and Tites- of ceremo- 
nies, ſo'neicher ſhall any'man be accounted fov this: one- 
ly cauſe righteons,' becauſe he'doth omit-and:' contemne 


2 
4 : . 
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For we be' not freed through our-faich in:Chriſt from 
works, but fromithe opinions of works, that is to \ſay,from 
the fooliſh preſumption conceived of [juſtification ,(pur- 
chaſed by meaneb6ft works :- for Faith doth redeeme' our 
conſciences, doth'orderlykeepe/ and preſerve the ſame, 
whereby we attaine'this knowledge ,'that rightevuſneſſe 
- conſiſteth not in works, albeir works:neither: canz.nor 
oughe to benegle@ed. As we canner live in this world 
without food and: ſuſtenance; *nor without the generall 
preſervation of this morcall body yetishot our righteouſ- 
\neſle ſerledin theſe, kut in Faith, forithe-which,, the other 
_ thingsnorwithſtanding 'maynot bedefpiſed; and utterly 
| ſhakenoff, So in this world; 'we be faſt chained ro the ne- 
ceffary prefervationof the life!of this body, yet are we not 
thereby made righteous, 'Ady 4ki5ngdome (faith. Chriſt) is 
nat from hence, nor of this world : buthe ſaid not, my king- 
EF , . . Comes not here,norin this world, Likewiſe Paul, -At- 
: " _ beit wewalke inthe fleſh, yet our warfare is not according 
"te-the fleſh, Andin thefirſt tothe Galathians,,: Whereas 
diven the fleſp, 1 live in the faith of the Soxue of God, 
Even ſointhisthat we. worke, that we live, and that we 
are exercited in works and ceremonies , the neceflity of 
How we ought TÞi8 preſent life, and thecarefullregardof governing our 
to 4e.l: with bodies, dothvexaQ it of us - yetare we never a deale | righ- 
tie «btinaie. "teons bythem; but in the! Faith of the Sonne of: God. 
: Thercfore,a Chriſtian man'muſt keepe his courſe in muy 
| m1iqgde 
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midde way, and muſt paſſe awayfrom thoſe two forts of 
people, for either he ſhall meer with thoſe perverſe fro- 
wards, being indurate-with theſe Ceremonies, - which, by id, 
like deafe Oe ill not hearken unto the liberty of 
enforcethe obſervation of then+ wichout Faith, as neceſ- 
wn of jaſtification, ſuch as the Iews were in times 

Pk come to: knowledge thereby, to walke 
aright, Such 


wely ary br er wha refiſt, to impugne them, and 
to offend them ſtontly, leſt by this their wicked opinion, 
ul 


draw to _ wich themſelves many, into their falſe 
10ns, In of ſuch it is convenient to eate 
ficlh, robrraks ſting-dayes, and for the maintenance of- 
our libertic in faith, todo other like things, which they 
reckon in place of moſt grievous finnes, Andin thisman- 
ner muſt weſpeake of them, Ler chem alone they br blinde - 
OO and blinde guides of the blinde, For in this 
Paxt: would not ſuffer Tirw to receive Circum-- * 


gh ſtiffel urged hereunto. So'did Chriſt / 
ſt oy 4 CE ages: of: 


corneon the Sabbath dey /and many 
On theother ſide, we ſhall meer with the -"y Og —_ 
learned, ighorant a in Faith (45 Pres! allech The fl. 
EO ney en 'not-yer-able25.comprebend - = 
this libertic of 'Paith; rough they have a wwillzhereunto, 
Guch mat be borne Withull le they be offended 1 and. 
their weaknefle maſtde favoured, untill they may be more. 
fally inſtruted. For whereas thoſe perſons :do not ob-- 


ſerve ſuch ceremonicy of \any groanded malice; nor are | 
wilfully obſtinarein” Ivewm * bit conceivectithemac--. FS 


ding mbecilliep oP their Faith onely; Faſtings, 
abſtinence fromchoice" meats, and ſuchother ceremonies, . 
which they do ſuppole tobe neceflarie, mult de obſerved | 
fer avoyding offence in thei; 'For'this- doth Charitie 


EX» - | 
a of us, which burceth'no man, but helps us. © "poagr-ark 


continue not weaklings through their owne defaylr,, bur 
through the negligence of her Paſtors, . which” wich 


' 465 A Treatiſe of Chriſtian Liberty. 4 
; nt and tobe puft up.  Againe, he exhorterh the obſtinate;thar 
i WM they judge not others, for neither of rhem':doth' obſerve - 
| i. charity, edifying one another , wherefore 1n this perplexi- 
i ty, counſell muſt be ſought out of Seripture , which.doth 
+ Wn teachus, notto decline on the right, nor onthe left hand, - 
+ 0 but to enſue the right judgements of the Lord, quieknin 
=} the hearts : for asio mans righteous, becauſe hie huttible 
3 | himſelfe; and is addicted to works, and'Tites of ceremo- 
Ui nies, ſo'neicher ſhall any man be accounted for this: one- 
F ly cauſe righteous,” becauſe he oth omit>and:' contemne 
F If F < Fang fo To 203121 Bs fi old 5030753% 208 6D B07) 
= For we be not freed through our: faith in:Chriſt from 
: | works, but tromithe opinionsof works, that is:to|{ay,from 
IG the fooliſh preſumption conceived of .-Juſtification ,pur- 
4: : chaſed by meaneb6t works :- for Faith doth redeeme! our 
di conſciences, doth'orderlykeepe'/ and preſerve the ſame, 
+ MW whereby we attaine this knowledge ,'that rightevuſrefſe 


conſiſteth not in works, albeir works neither: can,. nor 
ought to be negleRed. As we canner live in this world 
without food and! ſuſtenance; *nor without the generall 
preſeryation of this morcall body, vetishotour righteoul- 
"nefle ſetledin theſe, kut in Faih; forithe-whictr, the other 
thingsnotwithſtanding 'maynor bedefpiſed, andurterly 
ſhaken off, So in this world; we be faſt chained to the ne- 
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- A ceflary pretervationof the: life 'of this body,yet gre we not 
n | >, thereby maderighteous, 'Ady kingdome (aith. Chriſt) 
S | nat from hence, yor of this world : buthe ſaid not, my king- 


Com 1s not here,nor in this world, Likewiſe Panl,: -At- 

beit we walke tn the fleſh, yet our warfare is not: according 

"ta-the fleſh, Andin the firſt tothe Galathians ,: whereas / 

alive. the fleſh, I live in the faith of the Soxne of God. 

Even ſoin this that we. worke, that we live, and that we 

are exerciſed in works and ceremonies , the neceflity -of 

Hew we ought 1818 preſent life, and the carefu]l regard: of governing : our 
10 de. 4: with bodies, dothexat it of us »* yYetare we never adeale ri 

'ie «btinaie. teons by them; but in the! Faith of the Sonne of God. 

Thercfore,a Chriſtian man 'muft keepe his courſe in. = 

m1iqgde 
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midde way, and maſt paſſe awayfrom thofe ewo ſorts of 
people, for either he ſhall meet with thoſe perverſe fro- 
wards, being indurate-with theſe Ceremonics, which, Afvides 
like deafe Serpents, will not hearken unto the liberty of 

_ the truth, but magnifietheir Ceremonies, command and 
enforce the obſervation of then without Faith, as neceſ- 
fities of jaſtification, ſuch as the Iews were in times 
paſt we es, ohne to: knowledge thereby, to walke 
aright, . Such behoverh us to refiſt, to impugne them, and 
to offend them ſtoutly , leſt by this their wicked opinion, 
they draw together with themſelves many, into their falſe 
uluſions. Inthe of ſach it is convenient to eate 


ighoran 
hoſe 


wilfully obſtinarein'Judgement; bur 4 
cording ts the imbeeillity oP their Faith onely;;faſtings, . 
abſtinence fromchoice! wieats, and ſuchother ceremonies, . 
which they do ſnppele to be'neceflarie,. mult de obſcrved , 
for avoyding offence in thei; *For' this doth' Charitie ex- - | 
a of us, which hurteth'no man, buthelps us, © For ſuch - 
continue not weaklings through their ownedefaule, bur - 


through the negligence of their Paſtors,  which-with 
Ore Fu _—— 
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their-cramps and grapling\irons of traditions haye!.ins 

rapgled, evill handled, and-deadly wounded them , ' whe 

otherwiſe ought to have: bene delivered > made whole, 

and revived with the doQrine of Faithand Chriſtian Li. 

berty. The ſame doth the Apoſtle-tcach inthe fourteenth 

Chap. to the Rom. If my meat do offend my brother; I wil 

not eat fleſh for ever, And againe, 7 know that in Chrift 

there is nothing defiled, but unto him that thinketh it to. be 

defiled, but it ts evil to the man that, eateth to the offente of * 

hu brother, | Lars vo. 31535 oo viuoTtt ima Dane 95. . 

Arainf the Therefore, although we muſt ftoutly withſtand, thoſe 
law ad Ww- teachers of Traditions, and ſharply inveigh apainſt the 
eter?, conſtitutions of Biſhops , wherewith they over-runge 
the people of God, yet regard muſt be:had of. :the timo- 
 rousweaklings, whom thoſe cruel! blond-ſuckers; do crus 

ellydetainecaptive-with thoſe traditions, untll they be 

ſer at liberty. On this wiſe encounter” manfully.'againſt 

the Wolves,but for the Sheepe, and ————— heepe 

alfo,,' which then ſbalt the better: do; if thou: bend thy 

force carneſtljiagainſt thoſe:Laws, and Law-makers;, arid 

| yet withall thy felfe obſerye them /'in the fight of the 

_ weake,, leſt they become offended. through thee; wncill 

themſelves .may know their Tyranny, -and. aunderftand 

Þ their-owneLibernes.. Andafthowy lt enjoy thige awne 

liberty, uſc it-to:tbyalte.m ſeerat( jo Pax! texcherh thee 

in the fourt&enth to the Romans:!) i Keepe chow phe; Faith 

which thew baſt auto thy ſelfe before God , but, beware-that 

thes wſe tr yet before the weake,: -Againe,, Before Tyrants 


1ea,entthat moſt manſully,wnd.conftantly.; That they uſe 
way #nderitand their own ba And their ;:Laws to 


be nothing available to rightepuineſſe , as alſo that they 
|  hadnoauthority to make ſuch laws... [1 

To the youg in © | For as much therefore,as the ſdcjety of this preſent life 
Jeares, cannot be maintained 'in due. ,order-without ceremonies 
and works: Yearather, foraſmuch as the raging-and rude 

age of yong perſons hath need to be reſtrained with ſuch 

reins 


WEE 
b- tg « 


4 Treatiſe of Chriſtian Libertie. ry 
reinsa9 with a Snaffle,and that everymanoughttochaſtile | 
his own body+ with the ſame exerciſes, it betovethithere- 
forethe Miniſterof' Chriſt to be prudentand fairhfilll;thar 
he may ſo inftrut and: guide Chrifts (flocke in; :all- theſe 
things, that their Conſcience and Faith may not be offcn» 
ded; and to: be circumtpe& ; that inoynſavourie; opinion 
nor bitrer ſmatchof loathſommefle may rake root in ther, 
by:meanes whereof, many maybe infeted (whereof Pax! 
did forewarne the Hebrews ) that is to-ſfay, leſt looſing 
their faith ntterly, they: begin tobe defiled with vaine . 
preſumption of works, as though they weretobedaved by: . 
works, whicttis a ſpeedy contagion;and dothpiercedeep- 
ly into many, unleſle faith be bufily and: ſerioully enforced 
withall, but the diſeafe isunaveydable, where faich being ; 
put upto filence, onely'Tradittons of -men tauglit to. bere- oz 
tained, a$hath beene hitherto threugh:thopeſtiferaus, de+ 
teſtable, and foule-flaying Traditions of our Prelates, and 
vagrant opinions of our Divines,-haling infinite; ſules 
to the Devill, with theſe tatricate fetters, which by plainc 
demonſtration deth denounce very Antichriſt himſelfe.. 

- To concludezſach-as18 povertyyn abundance, / painful- 
nefſe in authority, hambleneſſe in' honour; abſtinence in Davger in the 
feaſting, chaſtity in dalliance: even fo righteouſnefle 'of 7490 
faithisdangerouſly beſet being joyned with ceremonies, > 
Nay 4 man carry fire in bis boſomee (faith Solomon): aud not 
burne bis garments? . Andyyet asinriches, inauthority, in 
henours, in dalliance, in banquereings, ſo muſt we begon- 
verſant in ceremonies, that is to ſay, in dangers : yea ra» 
ther as it is needfull for yong boyes to be nurſed, and che- 
riſhed in the laps and armes of Maydens, leſt they periſh, 
in whom being: growne to riper yeares, were no ſina]l 
perill of ſafety to frequent the company of Maydens: Even 
ſo isit requiſitets lockeup the ranging yeares. of licenti- _ 
ous youth inthe Cloyſters, yea, in iroa cloflets of ſach cere- 
monies and exerciſes, whereas they may be reſtrained, and : 
abidecorreQion , leſt their inſolent courage draw them 


headlonginto ſim, Which ceremonievnevertheleſle procure 
H 2 death 
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death unto them., it rhey.perſevere'in -opinian: to. bee 


rit much thereby , but to-the end, they ſhould nor ruſh 


cauſeno man accounteth them to bea true and permanent 


4462 A Treatiſe of Chriſtian Liberty. 
juſtifiable by rhem , whereas they ought rather; ;to. bee 
inſtructed , that they were clogged with ſuch-reſtraint, 
rot for any ſuch cauſe as to be made righteous, or to me- 


wilfully into vices, and ſo be the more-traRtable trained 
to the Tighteouſneſle of Faith « which they would inns 
wiſe endure through the outrage of their youth,unlefle the 
ſame had beenetamed and brought low. bs bo. 

- "Which doth argue, that ceremonies ought not to be of 
any other price and eſtimation in the life of a true Chriſti- 
an man, than'as amongſt Carpenters and Artificers, cer 
raine, old poſts, logges, or platformes , are framed to di- 


-re& and raiſe up buildings by : which be not made to the 
endthey (ſh 


ſerveand remaine to any ſpeciall uſe, but 
becauſe without ſuch by-helps, buildings and werks cannot 
eaſily be raiſed, for when the work or building is finiſhed, 
e devices are laid aſide. Tries 1 ' 


-* Sothathere you ſee, that ceremonies are not utterly 


abrogated, but rather earneſtly required ; but the vaine 
perſwaſion and preſumption of them is contemned;ibe- 


building. If any man would be ſo notably ſenſeleſſe, as ta 
regard nothing elſein his whole life , but. to dire& thoſe 

paratives, with all konour, with all diligence ,. with 
all continuance, and would never bende his cogitations 
to the very building itelfe, ſtroking, ſmoothing,and vaun- 
ting himſelfe in theſe preparatives, and vaine rotten 
proppes, would not all men lament his madnefle ;. and 
thinke within themſelves, that whiles he employed this 
eoſt to no purpoſe, he might have builded ſome matter 
of better ſubſtance ? So now we do neither abandon ce- 


_ Temonies , nor works, but rather do allow them : never- 


thelcfle we doutterly abhorre the vaine opinion: concei- 
vedot them, leſt that any man perſwade bimſelfe, that to 
obſcryethem is the true righteouſneſle, as Hypocrites do, 
which do abuſe and miſpend their whole life in theſe 


ExXcr ciſes, | 


ft 


| Es _ ks. &I &64.% - 

4 TreatiſeefChriftian Liberty. "ah; 
exerciſes , and never reach' unto'the ſubſtance; in re- 
ſpect whereof they arepraftiſed, or as the Apoſtle ſpeak- 
eth : Alwajes learning, and never coming to the knowledge 
of the Truth: For they ſeeme as though they had a will ts 
build, and —_—_ prepare themſelves therennto, and yet 

3 


they never build, perſiſting alwayes in the glittering ſhad- 
dow of godlimnefle,bur never attazne to the F< $ies w {ub- 


ſtance thereor, ©" +> -*- 

Yet do they wonderfully flatter themſelves in theſe ex- cinf thaw 
erciſes, prefuming alfo arrogantly to jade all others, H- _— 
whom they ſee not glittering 1a the like bravery of works, /itions 
whereas they might otherwiſe be able to atchieve matters 
of greater importance, to che fingular comfort of them- 
ſelves and others, with this vainely imployed oftents- 
tion , and abuſe of Gods gifts, if they were indued with 
a right and true faith, But whereas the nature of man 
and reaſon (asthey tearme it) naturall, isnaturally incli- 

"ned to ſuperſtition, and purſuing all Laws and works, 4s : 
prone of her ſelfe to fall into vaine preſumption of ob- | 
caining juſtification through them : moreover here- 

unto, becauſe' ir is accuſtomed and inured to conceive 

ſo kighly of the ſame works, through the uſuall admira- 

tion of all earthly law-makers , it is not poſlible ſure- 

ly of her owne ſtrength, to cleare it ſelfe from this ſervile 

bondage of works, and to bend her force to know the li- 

berty of faith. | 

Therefore itis requiſite, that we flee to prayer, that the rrow wherce 

Lord weuld youchſate to draw us, and make us inſtruR- tbe iow f wifi- 

eduntoGOD, that is taſay, apt Scholars for GOD, pre re- 


and that himſelfe will voucbſafe to write his Law in our 
hearts (as he hath promiſed) otherwiſe we do all come 


to confuſien. For _ he do cngraffe in our ſoules this 

marvellous Wiſedome hidden in a myſtery, Nature can- 

not chaſe but condemne it,and adjudgeit for an Heretick, 

becauſe ſhe is offended in it, and appeareth fooliſh in her 

eyes, Even as weſaw to VC in times FRO 
"1A 
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